NOTICE OF MEETING
TUESDAY, MAY 14, 2019 6:00 p.m.
Park District of Highland Park
Board of Park Commissioners
West Ridge Center
636 Ridge Rd.
Highland Park, IL 60035
WORKSHOP MEETING AGENDA
I.

CALL TO ORDER

II.

ROLL CALL

III.

ADDITIONS TO THE AGENDA

IV.

ALBION UPDATE

V.

WOODRIDGE PICKLEBALL COURTS

VI.

SHORT GAME PRACTICE AREA AT SUNSET VALLEY GOLF CLUB

VII.

GOLF DOME AGREEMENT DISCUSSION

VIII.

ROSEWOOD BEACH UPDATE

IX.

DEER CREEK RACQUET CLUB UPDATE

X.

REVIEW OF VOUCHERS

XI.

OPEN TO PUBLIC TO ADDRESS BOARD

XII.

CLOSED SESSION PURSUANT TO THE FOLLOWING SECTIONS OF THE OPEN
MEETINGS ACT: Section 2(c)1 – the appointment, employment, compensation, discipline
of the District including legal counsel for the District; Section 2(c)5 – the purchase or lease of
real estate including discussion on whether a certain parcel of property should be acquired;
Section 2(c)6 – the setting of a price for sale or lease of property owned by the District;
Section 2(c)8 – security procedures and the use of personnel and equipment to respond to
an actual, a threatened, or a reasonably potential danger to the safety of employees,
students, staff, the public, or public property; Section 2(c) 11 – litigation against or on behalf
of the District or where the District finds that an action is probable or imminent; Section 2(c)
21 – the discussion of minutes lawfully closed under the Act, whether for the purposes of
approval of said minutes or for conducting the semi-annual review of the minutes as set forth
in section 2.06 of the Act.; Section 2(c) 29 - for discussions between internal or external
auditors and the Board. Possible action by the Board on items discussed in closed session.

XIII.

ACTION FROM CLOSED SESSION IF ANY

XIV.

ADJOURNMENT

Persons with disabilities requiring reasonable accommodation to participate in this meeting should contact the Park
District’s ADA Compliance Officer, Kathy Donahue, at the Park District’s Administrative Office, 636 Ridge Road,
Highland Park, IL Monday through Friday from 8:30 a.m. until 5:00 p.m. at least 48 hours prior to the meeting.
Requests for a qualified ASL interpreter require five (5) working days advance notice. Telephone number 847-8313810; fax number 847-831-0818.

To:

Board of Park Commissioners

From:

Jeff Smith, Assistant Director of Parks and Planning; Dan Voss, Director of Parks and
Planning; Kathy Donahue, Interim Executive Director

Date:

May 14, 2019

Subject:

Albion at Highland Park

Representatives from Albion Residential will present on the proposed Albion at Highland Park
development at 1850 Green Bay Road which borders Sunset Woods Park.
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To:

Board of Park Commissioners

From:

Jeff Smith, Assistant Director of Parks and Planning; Dan Voss, Director of Parks and
Planning; Kathy Donahue, Interim Executive Director

Date:

May 14, 2019

Subject:

Woodridge Park Pickleball Courts

As part of the Board approved 2019 Park District Capital Plan, the two tennis courts at Woodridge Park
are being converted to six dedicated pickleball courts this spring. The decision to make this conversion
was guided by numerous factors including the 2017 Tennis Court Survey, community demand for
dedicated pickleball courts and input from the surrounding neighborhood.
After work began in April, Park District staff received additional feedback from neighborhood residents
expressing concern about the removal of tennis courts from the park. In response, construction was put
on hold allowing staff to gathered further input. Staff will brief the Board on the status of this project.
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To:

Board of Park Commissioners

From:

Kathy Donahue, Interim Executive Director; Brian Romes, Director of Recreation and
Facilities; Ryan Ochs, General Manager/Superintendent of Golf Operations

Date:

May 14, 2019

Subject:

SVGC Short Game Practice Area

Background
On August 17, 2018, the Park District re-opened the Sunset Valley Golf Club (SVGC) after an
extensive $7 Million renovation to the Course and Clubhouse. At the same time, the Park District
constructed a new Parks and Golf Operations Building and demolished the 70+ year-old Parks
Maintenance Facility at the south end of the SVGC parking lot. This left approximately 2 acres of
open space adjacent to the golf course.
While the Park District maximized the use of available capital funds for the golf course and
clubhouse renovations, the one key amenity the golf course is still lacking is a practice facility. This is
an important feature for golfers to “warm up” before their round, while also providing a dedicated
location for professional instruction to golfers. While the Park District does have a practice facility
at the Highland Park Golf Learning Center, it is more than 3 miles from SVGC, making it less
attractive to golfers who are at the course. This is viewed as a missed opportunity to create a
complete golf experience.
This past fall, upon re-opening the course to the public, a local amateur hall of famer, and Sunset
Valley advocate, made a generous donation of $100,000 to the Parks Foundation of Highland Park.
This donation was allocated towards the development of youth golfers and improvement of the
overall experience at SVGC in effort to further grow the game of golf.
After discussing a variety of opportunities with staff and our golf advisory committee, golf course
architect Rick Jacobson developed an option that will convert the available open space on the south
end of the parking lot to a short game practice facility. While this is not a “full service” driving
range, this proposal includes two hitting bays for full swinging, and a short game practice area that
will provide ample space for youth instruction and an opportunity for all golfers to work on their
“short game” and “warm up” prior to a round of golf.
On April 16, 2019 Park District staff attended the Parks Foundation meeting to discuss this project.
Since the Park District does not have the capital funding for the short game practice facility, the
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Parks Foundation agreed to conduct a capital campaign in effort to fully fund the project, prior to
construction. The total estimated cost including architectural, engineering and construction is
$175,000 - $200,000. Therefore, the Foundation must raise an estimated $65,000 - $105,000
before the project begins.
In effort to receive a final design concept and a colored rendering of the short game concept plan to
share with the public, the Park District is recommending that the Park District enter into a Golf
Course Design Agreement with Jacobson Golf Course Design, Inc. This agreement will include the
following services and associated costs for a total of $18,000.
Phase A – Design Development
Phase B - Construction Documents
Phase C - Bidding and Negotiation
Phase D - Contract Administration
TOTAL

$0
$12,000.00
$2,000.00
$4,000.00
$18,000.00

Park District staff will discuss the proposed short game practice area concept, the architectural
agreement with Rick Jacobson, and plans for the Parks Foundation of Highland Park to embark on a
capital campaign to fund the short game practice area at Sunset Valley Golf Club.
Recommendation
Park District staff is seeking approval from the Park Board of Commissioners at the May 28, 2019
meeting to enter into a Golf Course Design Agreement with Jacobson Golf Course Design, Inc. in the
amount of $18,000.
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To:

Board of Park Commissioners

From:

Kathy Donahue, Interim Executive Director; Brian Romes, Director of Recreation and
Facilities; Ryan Ochs, General Manager/Superintendent of Golf Operations

Date:

May 14, 2019

Subject:

Golf Dome Agreement

Background
The City of Highland Park and Park District of Highland Park (PDHP) entered into a 10-year
concession and site agreement (Golf Dome Agreement) with HP Indoor Facility, LLC (Grantee) on
August 26, 2009. This agreement permits the Grantee to erect, operate and maintain an air
supported canopy (Dome) adjacent to the Golf Learning Center at 225 Skokie Valley Rd (referred to
as Lot 3 of the Highland Park Country Club (HPCC)). This agreement supports the Grantee’s uses for
indoor recreation such as golf, lacrosse, soccer and other field sports.
Effective January 1, 2019 the Park District entered into a lease agreement with the City for Lot 3 at
the Highland Park Country Club which assigned all rights described in the Golf Dome Agreement to
the Park District, including payments to made directly to PDHP.
The Golf Dome Agreement includes an annual payment of $55,000 plus 2% of gross annual sales
from facility rentals. Additionally, the Park District is permitted use of the dome for golf instruction
at no charge, and a discounted rate for other recreational activities such as baseball, flag football
and lacrosse. With the agreement expiring on April 15, 2019 the Park District has the option to
either extend the lease or release an RFP.
Proposal
Staff will discuss a proposed 2-year extension with the current vendor which includes an annual
payment increase to $60,000 and 4% of annual sales. Additionally, revised terms will allow Park
District staff to have exclusive use of the dome Monday – Friday, November – April, from 8am –
4pm. During these dates and times, the Park District will manage all golf operations, allowing golf
staff to provide indoor golf practice, instruction and classes during winter months. This will create a
full year experience for residents and golfers at the Highland Park Learning Center. Not only will this
be an attractive amenity for the community, but staff also anticipates this revised agreement will
generate additional revenue to support the Golf Learning Cost Center.
The revised Golf Dome Agreement has been reviewed with Park District attorneys and supports the
HPCC Lot 3 Lease agreement with the City of Highland Park.

To:

Board of Park Commissioners

From:

Jeff Smith, Assistant Director of Parks and Planning; Dan Voss, Director of Parks and
Planning; Kathy Donahue, Interim Executive Director

Date:

May 14, 2019

Subject:

Rosewood Beach Update

Staff will provide an update on the conditions at Rosewood Beach.
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To:
From:
Date:
Subject:

Board of Park Commissioners
Rob Laue, Manager of Racquet Sports and Park Ave. Boating Facility; Mitch Carr, Assistant
Director of Recreation and Facilities; Kathy Donahue, Interim Executive Director
May 14, 2019
Deer Creek Racquet Club operational update

Staff will give an overview of the operations at the Deer Creek Racquet Club. Membership, Usage and
Participation figures as well as the results of the most recent Deer Creek Racquet Club Facility Survey will
be presented. Staff will also present on plans and goals for indoor programming. In addition, an update
will be given on current registration for summer camp and what staff has on tap for the upcoming
summer season.

