
NOTICE OF MEETING 
TUESDAY, January 22, 2013 

6:00 p.m. 
 

Park District of Highland Park 
Board of Park Commissioners 

West Ridge Center 
636 Ridge Rd. 

Highland Park, IL 60035 
 

REGULAR MEETING AGENDA 
 

I. CALL TO ORDER 
 
II. ROLL CALL 
 
III. ADDITIONS TO THE AGENDA 
 
IV. PUBLIC COMMENT FOR ITEMS ON AGENDA 
 
V. CONSENT AGENDA   

A. Minutes of the December 13, 2012 Board Meeting and January 8, 2013 Workshop Meeting. 
B. Bills and payroll in the amount of $8,714,834.69. 
C. Payout #3 to Cordogan Clark in the amount of $3750 for the design and construction 

drawings for Deer Creek Courts, Heller Center and the Recreation Center of Highland Park. 
D. Bid Rejection – Centennial Generator 
E. Approval of bid for 2013 ADA Improvements 
F. Purchase of 2012-2013 Capital vehicles through NWMC Suburban Purchasing Cooperative 

 
VI. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

A. Resolution #13-1 – Transfer of Funds 
B. Supplemental Budget and Appropriations Ordinance #13-2 
C. Surplus Ordinance #13-1 
D. PDRMA Accreditation 

 
VII. TREASURER’S REPORT 
 
VIII. NEW BUSINESS 

A. Recreation Center/Recognition of Service 
B. Director Report 

 
IX. COMMISSIONER/COMMITTEE/STAFF REPORTS 
 
X. OPEN TO PUBLIC TO ADDRESS BOARD  
 
XI. CLOSED SESSION PURSUANT TO THE FOLLOWING SECTIONS OF THE OPEN MEETINGS 

ACT:  Section 2(c)1 – the appointment, employment, compensation, discipline of the District 
including legal counsel for the District; Section 2(c)5 – the purchase or lease of real estate including 
discussion on whether a certain parcel of property should be acquired; Section (c)6 – the setting of a 
price for sale or lease of property owned by the District; Section (c) 11 – litigation against or on behalf 
of the District or where the District finds that an action is probable or imminent; Section 2(c) 21 – the 
discussion of minutes lawfully closed under the Act, whether for the purposes of approval of said 
minutes or for conducting the semi-annual review of the minutes as set forth in section 2.06 of the 
Act.; Section 2(c) 29 -  for discussions between internal or external auditors and the Board. Possible 
action by the Board on items discussed in closed session. 

 
XII. ACTION FROM CLOSED SESSION 
 
XIII. ADJOURNMENT 
 
Persons with disabilities requiring reasonable accommodation to participate in this meeting should contact the Park District’s ADA 
Compliance Officer, Liza McElroy, at the Park District’s Administrative Office, 636 Ridge Road, Highland Park, IL Monday through 
Friday from 8:30 a.m. until 5:00 p.m. at least 48 hours prior to the meeting.  Requests for a qualified ASL interpreter require five (5) 
working days advance notice.  Telephone number 847-831-3810; fax number 847-831-0818. 



PARK DISTRICT OF HIGHLAND PARK 
BOARD OF PARK COMMISSIONERS 
MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING 

DECEMBER 13, 2012 
 
The Regular Meeting of the Board of Park Commissioners of the Park District of Highland Park, 
was held in the Board Room at the West Ridge Center, 636 Ridge Road, Highland Park, Illinois. 
 
The meeting was called to order at 6:02 p.m. by President Meyers. 
 
ROLL CALL 
 
Present: Commissioner Bernstein, Commissioner Flores Weisskopf, Commissioner 

Waxman, Vice President Kaplan, President Meyers 
 
Staff Present:  Executive Director McElroy, Director Becker, Director Stumpf, Director 

Donahue, Director Baker, Director Gienger, Asst. Director Malartsik,  
Asst. Director Romes, and Recording Secretary Jendreas 

 
Guests: Residents Barnett Ruttenberg and David Sogin 
 
CHANGES TO THE AGENDA  
 
President Meyers removed Item C. Baird Associates – Coastal Engineering Proposal from 
Section V. Unfinished Business.   
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
 
Minutes of November 15, 2012 Board Meeting and December 6, 2012 Workshop Meeting; Bills 
and Payroll in the amount of $1,859,525.31; Payout #3 to David Woodhouse in the amount of 
$5,653.97; Payout #3 to Allstar Asphalt in the amount of $24,529.00; Payout #2 to Cordogan 
Clark in the amount of $6,500.00; Payouts #26 and #27 to J. F. New in the amount of $6,470.75; 
Bid Recommendation and Board Approval of West Ridge Unit Ventilators Replacement in the 
amount of $40,500.00; 2013 Board Meeting Calendar; and IMRF Rate Adjustment. 
 
President Meyers noted that some of the above items were discussed in depth at the Board 
Workshop of December 6, 2012.   
 
Motion was made by Vice President Kaplan, seconded by Commissioner Waxman, to accept the 
Consent Agenda. 
 
Roll Call: 
Aye: Commissioner  Bernstein, Commissioner Flores Weisskopf, Commissioner Waxman, 
 Vice President Kaplan, President Meyers 
Nay: None 
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Motion carried. 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 
2012 Tax Levy Ordinance #12-06 
 
Director Becker stated that the finances of the Park District remain strong and the tax levy will 
remain consistent with the 2010 and 2011 levy dollar amount.  He said the Board believes that 
before a levy increase is considered, a multiyear financial plan tied to the District’s long-range 
strategic plan must be prepared.  Staff has made substantial progress towards this goal and 
should fulfill it by next year’s levy.   
 
Motion was made by Commissioner Waxman, seconded by Commissioner Bernstein, to approve 
Ordinance #12-06, the 2012 (tax year 2013) in the amount of $9,710,677.00. 
 
Roll Call: 
Aye: Commissioner  Bernstein, Commissioner Flores Weisskopf, Commissioner Waxman, 
 Vice President Kaplan, President Meyers 
Nay: None 
 
Motion carried. 
 
Commissioners discussed the importance of keeping the tax levy down when possible and said 
they are being sensitive to the economy and working on a Master Plan for the future.  They 
congratulated staff for their hard work in making ends meet and fulfilling the expectations of the 
community with available funds.   
 
Executive Director McElroy noted that a 5-Year Capital Plan was presented at the December 6th 
Workshop Meeting, which identified replacement needs and infrastructure improvements that 
will tie into the Master Plan. 
 
The A. T. Group – Owners Representation Proposal 
 
Ms. McElroy said that staff has considered the complexity and timeline of the Park District’s 
Rosewood Development Project along with the proposed goals and capital projects planned for 
2014, including development of the Comprehensive Master Plan.  Enlisting the services of an 
owner’s representative is in the best interest of the Park District and will help ensure a successful 
completion of the project and its programmatic goals.   
 
Ms. McElroy stated that this proposal was discussed at the December 6th Workshop Meeting, and 
the Park District’s legal counsel, Ancel Glink, has drafted an agreement which was requested by 
the Commissioners before their consideration for approval.   
 
Commissioners reviewed the Agreement and requested clarification on the actual contract 
amount as to whether it was $58,000 or $64,000, since both figures were mentioned.  Ms. 
McElroy said she will get this corrected and notify the Commissioners of the correct amount.   
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Commissioners also felt that the Park District should be named as an additional insured in every 
main policy, and should also be listed under endorsements on the policies of everyone working 
on the project.  They requested that the insurance limits be re-examined by legal counsel, and 
contact be made with PDRMA regarding insurance limits. 
 
Commissioners were not familiar with the A. T. Group and questioned their experience.  Both 
Ms. McElroy and Director Stumpf said they were familiar with the contractors who have a 
commercial background and have done a lot of work for surrounding municipalities. 
 
Motion was made by Commissioner Flores Weisskopf, seconded by Commissioner Waxman, to 
approve the A. T. Group, Independent Contractor Agreement for Professional and Other 
Services, subject to clarification of contract amount and insurance concerns. 
 
Roll Call: 
Aye: Commissioner  Bernstein, Commissioner Flores Weisskopf, Commissioner Waxman, 
 Vice President Kaplan, President Meyers 
Nay: None 
 
Motion carried. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Camp Report 
 
Manager Naatz said that the District had a fantastic 2012 camp season with the theme “Play for 
Life”.  One of the highlights was the 20th anniversary of “Camp Big Top/Little Top”.  She 
provided enrollment figures for all the camps, and even though they are still high, there is a 
decline.  Manager Naatz said that their challenges to increase participation include a change in 
age demographics, new day camps being offered by agencies, and overnight camps reducing 
their prices and age requirements.   
 
Manager Naatz explained that for the 2013 season more changes will be made to camps to keep 
up with the trends and they are also going to add many special events, unannounced to campers, 
to keep the excitement at a high level.  She pointed out some of the new marketing approaches 
they will be taking and said the 2013 brochure was delivered to Highland Park residents in late 
October and registration will begin on January 9, 2013.   
 
Director’s Report 
 
Ms. McElroy asked Asst. Director Malartsik to report on “summer ice”.   
 
Asst. Director Malartsik said that Commissioners, at the last Workshop Meeting, brought up the 
idea of possibly conducting a survey regarding summer ice use.  He explained that staff felt a 
survey would not produce accurate data because of timing, current users who would receive the 
survey, and difficulty designing questions to figure out what the use would be.  He said that staff 
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reached out to the Highland Park Giants, the Figure Skating Club, and Illinois Hockey, for their 
opinions.  Information obtained was that the Giants could not support two days per week ice 
time, the Figure Skating Club does not have enough skaters to pay for more ice time, and Illinois 
Hockey was not confident that more kids would be joining the club.   
 
Asst. Director Malartsik said that staff does not recommend keeping Centennial Ice Rink open 
during the summer.  President Meyers thanked Asst. Director Malartsik for the follow-up. 
 
Ms. McElroy reported the numbers for youth tennis are rapidly increasing, and golf is expected 
to meet last year’s total rounds by the end of this month.  She said membership concluded on 
November 30th, so any golfers in December will pay greens fees.   
 
Ms. McElroy said it isn’t looking good for outdoor ice for this year.  Per President Meyer’s 
request, she will explore options for synthetic rinks, etc., for the future, especially if the warm 
winter trend continues.   
 
Ms. McElroy stated that there will be more open gym time over the holidays, and all holiday 
schedules and times of operation can be found on the website.   
 
Ms. McElroy reported that the Highland Park City Council met on December 10th and gave their 
approval for the Rosewood Beach Project to proceed, by a vote of 7 to 0.  President Meyers 
thanked the entire staff for all their hard work on this project.  Commissioner Waxman 
complimented President Meyers for his closing arguments at the City Council meeting.   
 
COMMISSIONER/COMMITTEE/STAFF REPORTS  
 
Vice President Kaplan said that the Park Advisory Committee met and discussed ash tree 
concerns.  They asked staff to inventory all ash trees, noting which trees should be saved because 
of location and donors, and they would consider further discussion about injecting these trees.   
 
Commissioner Flores Weisskopf gave her positive comments on the Polar Express event and 
thanked staff for making changes each year to keep it interesting for kids and families.   
 
Commissioner Bernstein reported that the Athletic Advisory Committee met and made a lot of 
progress.  He said the sub-committees will meet at the beginning of 2013 and he will then report 
back to the Board with further information.  President Meyers asked him to provide reports from 
the travel teams.   
 
OPEN TO PUBLIC TO ADDRESS BOARD – None 
 
CLOSED SESSION 
 
Motion was made by Vice President Kaplan, seconded by Commissioner Bernstein, to adjourn 
into Closed Session for discussion of Section 2(c)(1) – the appointment, employment, 
compensation, discipline of the District including legal counsel for the District; Section 2(c)5 – 
the purchase or lease of real estate including discussion on whether a certain parcel of property 



Board Meeting Minutes 
December 13, 2012 
 

5 
 

should be acquired; Section 2(c)6 – the setting of a price for sale or lease of property owned by 
the District; Section 2(c)11 – litigation against or on behalf of the District or where the District 
finds that an action is probable or imminent; Section 2(c)21 – the discussion of minutes lawfully 
closed under the Act, whether for the purposes of approval of said minutes or for conducting the 
semi-annual review of the minutes as set forth in Section 2.06 of the Act; Section 2(c)29 – for 
discussions between internal or external auditors and the Board.  
 
Roll Call: 
 
Aye:   Commissioner Bernstein, Commissioner Flores Weisskopf, Commissioner Waxman, 

Vice President Kaplan, President Meyers  
Nay:      None 
Absent:   None 
 
Motion carried. 
 
Meeting was adjourned into Closed Session at 7:12 p.m. 
 
ACTION FROM CLOSED SESSION 
 
President Meyers reported that the Board met in Closed Session under Section 2(c)(1) – the 
appointment, employment, compensation, discipline of the District including legal counsel for 
the District; Section 2(c)5 – the purchase or lease of real estate including discussion on whether a 
certain parcel of property should be acquired; Section 2(c)6 – the setting of a price for sale or 
lease of property owned by the District; Section 2(c)11 – litigation against or on behalf of the 
District or where the District finds that an action is probable or imminent; Section 2(c)21 – the 
discussion of minutes lawfully closed under the Act, whether for the purposes of approval of said 
minutes or for conducting the semi-annual review of the minutes as set forth in Section 2.06 of 
the Act; Section 2(c)29 – for discussions between internal or external auditors and the Board.  
  
No action needs to be taken. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
There being no further business, a motion was made by Commissioner Waxman seconded by 
Commissioner Kaplan, and approved by unanimous voice vote.  The Board Meeting adjourned at  
7:50 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Liza McElroy 
Secretary 



PARK DISTRICT OF HIGHLAND PARK 
BOARD OF PARK COMMISSIONERS 
MINUTES OF WORKSHOP MEETING 

JANUARY 8, 2013 
 
The Workshop Meeting of the Board of Park Commissioners of the Park District of Highland 
Park, was held in the Board Room at the West Ridge Center, 636 Ridge Road, Highland Park, 
Illinois. 
 
The meeting was called to order at 6:04 p.m. by President Meyers. 
 
ROLL CALL 
 
Present: Commissioner Bernstein, Commissioner Flores Weisskopf, Commissioner 

Waxman, President Meyers 
 
Absent: Vice President Kaplan 
 
Staff Present:  Executive Director McElroy, Director Becker, Director Stumpf, Director 

Baker, Director Gienger, Director Donahue, Asst. Director Malartsik, 
Asst. Director Romes, Special Projects Manager Steve Meyer, Associate 
Project Manager Mary Gardocki and Recording Secretary Jendreas 

 
Guests: Residents Barnett Ruttenberg and Mike Schaffer, Attorney Bill Schur, and 
 Scott Freres of The Lakota Group 
 
ADDITIONS/DELETIONS TO THE AGENDA - None 
 
SUPPLEMENTAL BUDGET 
 
Director Becker explained that each fiscal year, the Park District prepares its annual budget for 
the succeeding year, and sometimes unanticipated events that materially impact the budget occur 
after it has been approved.  When this occurs, it is the District’s obligation to prepare and 
approve a supplemental budget and appropriation ordinance.   
 
If the Board agrees with the proposed revisions, Director Becker said the Public Hearing for the 
Supplemental B&A Ordinance will be held on February 26, 2013.   
 
Commissioner Bernstein requested that a “fund balance worksheet” be prepared for each of the 
funds for easier review.  Director Becker said he would make these worksheets part of the 
monthly Treasurer’s Report. 
 
President Meyers stated, and all Commissioners concurred, that this item would be placed on the 
January 22, 2013 Board Meeting Agenda.   
 
CAPITAL PLAN FORMAT 
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Director Becker stated the Capital Plan for Fiscal Year 2013 was presented to the Board on 
December 6, 2012.  The Board supported the plan, but suggested that a more useful way of 
viewing the document would be to separate those items which are essentially maintenance 
related, such as vehicle replacement, from items that occur very infrequently.  Director Becker 
revised the Capital Plan using a different format and all Commissioners were in agreement that it 
was now easier to understand.   
 
Commissioner Bernstein had questions on the actual Plan.  President Meyers explained that this 
agenda item related to format only and previous discussion had taken place on the actual Plan.  
He suggested that Commissioners contact Ms. McElroy with any further questions before the 
next Regular Board Meeting.   
 
NOVEMBER TREASURER REPORT 
 
Director Becker reported that revenues at Sunset Valley Golf Course have continued to increase 
over the prior year due to above average weather conditions.  He gave a brief review of the 
funds. 
 
Director Becker said that he is continuing to explore different formats for the Treasurer Report to 
make it more user friendly.  Commissioners commented that the current format was fine. 
 
Vice President Kaplan now present at 6:35 p.m. 
 
TRANSFER OF FUNDS 
 
Director Becker explained that due to subsequent events impacting expenditures, staff recognizes 
that transfer of excess fund balances from the Corporate Fund to Capital Projects will leave the 
Corporate Fund with inadequate resources to cover those expenditures.  As a result, staff is 
requesting that the Board approve a transfer from the Capital Projects Fund to the Corporate 
Fund to provide these resources.  In accordance with the Illinois Parks Code, this approval is best 
supported by a resolution. 
 
President Meyers stated, and all Commissioners concurred, that this item would be placed on the 
January 22, 2013 Board Meeting Agenda.   
 
MILITARY DISCOUNT POLICY 
 
Director McElroy introduced Attorney Bill Schur, Military Liaison for the Village of Highland 
Park.   
 
Attorney Schur stated his concerns regarding the nature of the Park District’s Military Discount 
Policy.  He felt it should be an across the board 15% discount, taken off the resident rate, which 
would apply to any facility and any application for recreational program, as long as the person or 
family presents a military ID.  This discount would apply to active duty personnel only. 
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A discussion ensued among Commissioners as to whether this 15% discount should be taken off 
the resident or non-resident rate.  There were also concerns of how many people would take 
advantage of the discount, what impact this would have on Highland Park residents, and how this 
would affect the senior programs which are not extended out of the community.   
 
Ms. McElroy said staff would contact the park districts of Lake Forest and Lake Bluff to 
determine what policies they have in place.   
 
President Meyers commented that the Board is not opposed to supporting active military 
personnel, but there is a balancing issue which needs to be studied further.  This issue will be 
placed on a future agenda for further discussion.   
 
Attorney Schur exited the meeting at 7:20 p.m. 
 
MASTER PLAN 
 
Ms. McElroy said that Commissioners Bernstein and Flores Weisskopf, along with staff, 
interviewed consultants for the Park District of Highland Park’s Master Plan.  The development 
of this plan is critical for setting direction for the District.  She said there were five submittals, 
three of the firms were interviewed, and it was a unanimous decision to bring The Lakota Group 
back for a second interview with the Board.  She introduced Scott Freres who was present 
tonight to discuss the process and answer questions.   
 
Mr. Freres explained that The Lakota Group is a full spectrum company that works on national 
issues as well as local.  They have put together a resource team which can address various issues 
such as engineering, forestry, ecology, real estate, architecture, and budgeting.  The process 
includes:  engagement (of the community), analyzing or expectations, and envisioning of ideas.  
The end result is the action or implementation strategy – how do we make it work.  Mr. Freres 
said that the Master Plan is a living document, which goes from vision to built reality, and needs 
to be re-visited from time to time. 
 
Commissioners posed questions regarding such issues as timeframe of the project, concerns of 
possibly acquiring the Highland Park Country Club, and creative funding examples.  There was a 
question of what projects the District should undertake while the Master Plan is being created, 
and Mr. Freres said that the District should move forward with whatever is currently planned and 
this will be incorporated into the Master Plan.   
 
Manager Gardocki, Park District Associate Project Manager, felt that Mr. Freres covered the 
whole concept.  She said the Master Plan process is important and it is about the uniqueness of 
the agency and what we are trying to deliver to the community.   
 
Mr. Freres exited the meeting at 8:20 p.m. 
 
President Meyers said further discussion on this matter would continue at the end of the meeting. 
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PARK BENCH DONATION 
 
Steve Meyer, Special Projects Manager, explained that as the District rebuilds and renovates 
parks and playgrounds and receives requests for new donations, staff has to consider replacement 
of previously donated items, most notably benches, which have existed beyond their useful life. 
 
Manager Meyer offered three options for consideration when notifying past donors:  Park 
District assumes all cost and replaces the bench, and plaque if necessary, while affixing the 
current policy to the replacement bench; donor is given the opportunity to renew the donation at 
the new cost solely at the donors expense in accord with the new policy; donor is given the 
opportunity to renew the donation at the new cost and with new policy pinned with that expense 
being shared 50:50 between the donor and the Park District.   
 
After considerable discussion, Commissioners felt that the District should assume all costs for 
replacement of existing donation benches and renew the donations with the new policy attached.  
They felt it would create good will and clean up any inconsistencies.  An idea was brought up 
about the possibility of having a memorial plaque, or something similar, at Rosewood Beach, to 
replace the donor benches. 
 
President Meyers asked Ms. McElroy to prepare a proposal regarding this matter for the next 
Board Meeting. 
 
OPEN TO PUBLIC TO ADDRESS BOARD – None 
 
MASTER PLAN (continuation) 
 
President Meyers asked Manager Gardocki to state her feelings about The Lakota Group.  
Manager Gardocki said she felt Mr. Freres gave a fresh perspective.   She said it is about process 
and the end product.  They have an understanding of complex issues and have the resources that 
are needed for gathering information and putting it together to get to an end product. 
 
Commissioner Bernstein expressed his concerns with the fact that The Lakota Group has never 
done a system-wide, park district comprehensive global plan.  He felt that they excelled at 
community forums, but was not sure about their ability to address financial aspects.  After 
tonight’s presentation, his concerns were relieved.  He also stated The Lakota Group has an 
outstanding reputation. 
 
President Meyers asked Commissioners if they were in favor of directing staff to negotiate a 
scope of work contract and fee with The Lakota Group.  All Commissioners said they were in 
favor.   
 
CLOSED SESSION 
 
Motion was made by Commissioner Flores Weisskopf, seconded by Vice President Kaplan, to 
adjourn into Closed Session for discussion of Section 2(c)(1) – the appointment, employment, 
compensation, discipline of the District including legal counsel for the District; Section 2(c)5 – 
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the purchase or lease of real estate including discussion on whether a certain parcel of property 
should be acquired; Section 2(c)6 – the setting of a price for sale or lease of property owned by 
the District; Section 2(c)11 – litigation against or on behalf of the District or where the District 
finds that an action is probable or imminent; Section 2(c)21 – the discussion of minutes lawfully 
closed under the Act, whether for the purposes of approval of said minutes or for conducting the 
semi-annual review of the minutes as set forth in Section 2.06 of the Act; Section 2(c)29 – for 
discussions between internal or external auditors and the Board.  
 
Roll Call: 
 
Aye:   Commissioner Bernstein, Commissioner Flores Weisskopf, Commissioner Waxman, 

Vice President Kaplan, President Meyers  
Nay:      None 
Absent:    None 
 
Motion carried. 
 
Meeting was adjourned into Closed Session at 9:10 p.m. 
 
The Board reconvened from Closed Session at 10:00 p.m.  Motion by Commissioner Waxman, 
seconded by Commissioner Flores Weisskopf, and approved by unanimous voice vote.   
 
President Meyers reported that the Board met in Closed Session under Section 2(c)(1) – the 
appointment, employment, compensation, discipline of the District including legal counsel for 
the District; Section 2(c)5 – the purchase or lease of real estate including discussion on whether a 
certain parcel of property should be acquired; Section 2(c)6 – the setting of a price for sale or 
lease of property owned by the District; Section 2(c)11 – litigation against or on behalf of the 
District or where the District finds that an action is probable or imminent; Section 2(c)21 – the 
discussion of minutes lawfully closed under the Act, whether for the purposes of approval of said 
minutes or for conducting the semi-annual review of the minutes as set forth in Section 2.06 of 
the Act; Section 2(c)29 – for discussions between internal or external auditors and the Board.  
  
No action needs to be taken. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
There being no further business, a motion was made by Commissioner Waxman, seconded by 
Commissioner Kaplan, and approved by unanimous voice vote.  The Board Meeting adjourned at 
10:01 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Liza McElroy 
Secretary 















































 
 
MEMORANDUM 
 
To:  Board of Park Commissioners 
 
From:  Director Stumpf 
 
Date:  January 15, 2013 
 
Re: RECOMMENDATION: PAYOUT #3 TO CORDOGAN CLARK & ASSOCIATES, INC. – 

ARCHITECTURAL AND ENGINEERING SERVICES FOR ADA IMPROVEMENTS  
 
C:  Executive Director McElroy, Manager Gardocki 
 
 
Cordogan Clark has submitted a third pay request for services rendered as of December 15, 
2012. This invoice reflects completion of work to-date on the phase I accessibility transition plan 
design and construction drawings for Deer Creek Courts, Heller Center and the Recreation 
Center of Highland Park. 
 
Staff recommend the Park Board authorize payment to Cordogan Clark & Associates, Inc., 
Aurora, IL in the total amount of $3750 pending staff acceptance of all payout paperwork.  
 
 
 



 
 

MEMORANDUM 
 
To:  Board of Park Commissioners 
 
From:  Assistant Director Malartsik 
 
Date:  January 10, 2013 
 
Re: REJECTION OF CENTENNIAL ICE ARENA GENERATOR BIDS 
 
Cc: Liza McElroy, Executive Director 
 
 

The Park District of Highland received eight qualified bids for the Centennial Ice Arena 
Generator Project. This project was scheduled to be approved as a part of the supplemental 
budget. Due to the timing of approval for the supplemental budget and specifically this project, 
the vendor does not believe this project will be completed by the end of the fiscal year due to the 
lead time on the generator. Therefore, staff is recommending to reject the Centennial Ice Arena 
Generator bids. The generator is budgeted in the next fiscal year and will be rebid when the 
budget is approved. 
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MEMORANDUM 
 
To:  Board of Park Commissioners 
 
From:  Director Stumpf 
 
Date:  January 15, 2013 
 
Re: RECOMMENDATION: ACCEPTANCE OF BID FROM BOLLER CONSTRUCTION FOR 

ADA PHASE 1 IMPROVEMENTS 
 
C:  Executive Director McElroy, Manager Gardocki 
 
The Park District of Highland Park received seven (7) sealed bids on Tuesday, January 15, 2013 
for labor and materials to complete ADA improvements at four site locations: Hidden Creek 
Aqua Park, Recreation Center of Highland Park, Heller Nature Center and Deer Creek Courts. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
Staff identified the apparent lowest bidder as non-responsive to the bidding requirements.  
Therefore, staff reviewed the next lowest bidder and found them fully responsive. Due to 
available budget, staff recommends inclusion of Alternate A (Deer Creek Lift) and does not 
recommend Alternate B & C at this time (Heller Classroom in the Woods items). These items are 
best postponed to another fiscal year and possibly incorporating them into an overall review and 
renovation of the structure. With these findings, staff recommends the following motions: 

1. A preliminary finding that the putative low bid was not responsive due to failure of the 
Contractor to meet the experience requirements set forth in the bidding documents and 
failure to sign the bid bond."   

2. Award of the contract to the lowest responsive and responsible bid for the Base Bid and 
Alternate A from Boller Construction Company, Inc., 3045 Washington St, Waukegan, 
IL 60095 in the amount of $199,100. 

Boller Construction completed our Danny Cunniff Team Building in 2000. Additional contractor 
references have been completed and documented. 
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Hidden Creek Rec Center Heller Deer Creek BASE BID
Alt A - Deer 

Creek Lift

Alt B - Heller 
Classroom 
Restroom

Alt C - Heller 
Classroom 

Kitchen

Unit Price for 
additional door 

closers
Lamp Inc. 49,750.00$   43,380.00$   80,150.00$   54,850.00$   228,130.00$    32,900.00$   15,300.00$   5,620.00$     500.00$        
Henry Bros. 45,700.00$   48,400.00$   93,600.00$   62,400.00$   250,100.00$    31,700.00$   14,800.00$   11,500.00$   350.00$        
Builders Land 23,849.00$   31,001.00$   44,783.00$   47,303.00$   146,936.00$    29,330.00$   14,264.00$   7,841.00$     325.00$        
Construction Consult. 38,120.00$   44,877.00$   59,081.00$   52,377.00$   194,455.00$    24,250.00$   12,625.00$   6,650.00$     825.00$        
D. Kersey 35,184.00$   50,577.00$   72,767.00$   61,372.00$   219,900.00$    44,215.00$   15,565.00$   5,318.00$     380.00$        
Boller Constr. 32,000.00$   30,500.00$   65,000.00$   45,600.00$   173,100.00$    26,000.00$   16,000.00$   5,600.00$     400.00$        
MAG Constr. 37,680.00$   43,675.00$   29,300.00$   52,773.00$   163,428.00$    37,319.00$   19,175.00$   33,100.00$   400.00$        

All In Base +A Base +B Base +C
281,950.00$      261,030.00$      243,430.00$      233,750.00$      
308,100.00$      281,800.00$      264,900.00$      261,600.00$      
198,371.00$      176,266.00$      161,200.00$      154,777.00$      
237,980.00$      218,705.00$      207,080.00$      201,105.00$      
284,998.00$      264,115.00$      235,465.00$      225,218.00$      
220,700.00$      199,100.00$      189,100.00$      178,700.00$      
253,022.00$      200,747.00$      182,603.00$      196,528.00$      

BUDGET IMPACT 
Total Budgeted Capital Funds this project  $250,000 
Less Professional Services fees (committed)  $ 37, 500 
Total Available for construction of the project $212,500 
Bid Recommendation this portion -  $199,100 
 
 
 Park District of Highland Park 
2013 ADA Improvements 
Bid Summary 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 







 
 

MEMORANDUM 
 
To: Board of Commissioners  
 
From: Elliott Becker, Finance Director 
 
C:  Liza McElroy, Executive Director 
 
Date: January 22, 2013 
 
Re: RESOLUTION 13-1 
 
Background/Explanation 
 
In compliance with the Park Code (4-4), best practices require that the Park Board formalize the 
transfer from the Capital Projects Fund to the Corporate Fund to provide resources to fund some 
unanticipated expenditures that occurred in December of 2012.  
 
Staff provided a draft copy of the resolution to the Board at its meeting of January 8, 2013. The Board 
provided consensus to support this resolution and as a result, it appears on the agenda for the 
meeting of January 22, 2013 for official approval. 
 
Recommendation: 
 
Approve resolution 13-1 authorizing the transfer of funds from the Capital Projects Fund to the 
Corporate Fund. 



Park District of Highland Park 
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

RESOLUTION 13-1 
 

A RESOLUTION APPROVING A TRANSFER OF FUNDS  
 
WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners has become aware of the need to provide additional 
resources to meet unanticipated needs and; 
 
WHEREAS, section 4-4 of the Park Code allows the Board, by a two-thirds vote, to transfer 
anticipated unexpended funds between funds and; 
 
WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners had previously transferred excess Corporate Fund 
surpluses to the Capital Fund and; 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by this Board: 
 
That a transfer of $6,217,370 (Six million, two hundred and seventeen thousand, three hundred 
and seventy dollars) be transferred to the Corporate Fund from the Capital Projects Fund 
 
Liza McElroy, Secretary                                                 __________________________________ 
Name           Signature 
Elliott F. Becker, Treasurer          __________________________________ 
Name           Signature 
 
Commissioner _________________ moved, seconded by Commissioner __________________, 
that Resolution be adopted. Roll call being taken, the following Commissioners voted: 
 
Commissioner Bernstein    __________      Commissioner Meyers      __________ 
Commissioner Flores Weiskopf__________      Commissioner Waxman     __________ 
Commissioner Kaplan      __________       
 
Adopted this 22nd day of January, 2013 by the Board of Commissioners of the Park District of 
Highland Park. 
 
       
   _________________________________ 
            Scott Meyers, President 
 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
_________________________________ 
Liza McElroy, Secretary 
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STATE OF ILLINOIS   ) 
      ) SS 
County of Lake  ) 

 
SECRETARY’S CERTIFICATION 

 
I, Liza McElroy, do hereby certify that I am Secretary of the Board of Park Commissioners of 
the Park District of Highland Park Lake County, Illinois, and as such official, I am keeper of the 
records, ordinances, files and seal of said Park District; and 
 
I HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing instrument is a true and correct copy of Resolution 
2013-1: 
 

A RESOLUTION APPROVING A TRANSFER OF FUNDS 
 
adopted at a duly called Regular Meeting of the Board of Park Commissioners of the Park 
District of Highland Park, held at Lake County, Illinois, in said Park District at 6 p.m. on the 22nd  
day of January, 2013 
 
I do further certify that the deliberations of the Board on the adoption of said Resolution were 
conducted openly, that the vote on the adoption of said Resolution was taken openly, that said 
meeting was called and held at a specified time and place convenient to the public, that notice of 
said meeting was duly given to all of the news media requesting such notice, that said meeting 
was called and held in strict compliance with the provisions of the Open Meetings Act of the 
State of Illinois, as amended, and the Board has complied with all of the provisions of said Act 
and said Code and with all of the procedural rules of the Board.  
 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I hereto affix my official signature and the seal of the Park District of 
Highland Park at Highland Park, Illinois this 22nd day of January, 2013.  
 
 

____________________________________ 
Secretary, Board of Park Commissioners 
Park District of Highland Park 

 
┌    ┐ 
 
 
 
          SEAL 
 
 
 
└    ┘ 



 

 

 
 

BOARD MEMORANDUM 
 

 
Date:  January 22, 2013 
 
To: Board of Commissioners 

From: Elliott F. Becker, Director of Finance 

C: Liza McElroy 

Re: Supplemental Budget and Appropriations Ordinance (Ordinance 13-2) 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Background/Analysis   
 
Each fiscal year, the Park District of Highland Park prepares its annual budget for the 
succeeding year. Sometimes unanticipated events that materially impact the budget occur after 
it has been approved. When this occurs, it is the District’s obligation to prepare and approve a 
supplemental budget and appropriation ordinance.  
 
In the current year, it was determined that a draft supplemental budget and appropriation 
ordinance should be drafted and presented for consensus to the Board of Commissioners.  
 
On January 8, 2013, the Board of Commissioners approved a draft copy of the proposed 
ordinance and supported the idea of formally approving the ordinance on January 22, 2013 so 
that the 30 day process prior to the hearing can be held.  
 
Legally, the Park District is required to prepare a supplemental budget and appropriation 
ordinance and proceed under the same formalities of the original budget and appropriation 
ordinance (public notice, public hearing, 30-day posting, etc.). If the Board agrees with the 
proposed revisions, staff will make the proposed ordinance available to the Public at the West 
Ridge Center as well as at the Highland Park Public Library for a period of 30 days. At that time, 
a hearing will be held (February 26) and the board will formally vote on the Supplemental 
Budget and Appropriation Ordinance.  
 
A copy of the draft ordinance which the District will lay down is attached.  
Recommendation 
 
Staff requests the Board of Commissioners direct staff to begin the legal process of formally 
laying down the supplemental budget for a period of thirty days prior to the hearing on February 
26, 2013.  
 



PARK DISTRICT OF HIGHLAND PARK
COMBINED SUPPLEMENTAL  BUDGET

AND
APPROPRIATION ORDINANCE

FISCAL YEAR 2012-2013

BOARD OF PARK COMMISSIONERS

Scott Meyer, President
Brian Kaplan, Vice President

Calvin A. Bernstein
Lori Weisskopf
Elaine Waxman

Elliott Becker, Treasurer Liza McElroy, Executive Director



#13-2
AN ORDINANCE FOR A COMBINED SUPPLEMENTAL BUDGET AND APPROPRIATION

            FOR THE PARK DISTRICT OF HIGHLAND PARK FOR
             THE FISCAL YEAR BEGINNING APRIL 1, 2012 AND
                               ENDING MARCH 31, 2013

WHEREAS, the Board of Park Commissioners of the Park 

District of Highland Park, Lake County, Illinois, caused to be prepared

in tentative form an annual combined Supplemental  Budget and Appropriation

Ordinance and the Secretary of this Board has made the same 

conveniently available to public inspection for at least thirty days prior

to final action thereon, and

WHEREAS, a public hearing was held as to such Budget and

Appropriation Ordinance on the 26th day of February, 2013 and notice of

said hearing was given at least one week prior thereto as required 

by law and all other legal requirements have been complied with,

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE BOARD OF

PARK COMMISSIONERS OF THE PARK DISTRICT OF HIGHLAND

PARK, LAKE COUNTY, ILLINOIS AS FOLLOWS:

SECTION 1:  That the amounts herein set forth, or so much 

thereof as may be authorized by law and as may be needed, are hereby

budgeted and appropriated for the corporate purposes of the Park

District of Highland Park, Lake County, Illinois to defray all necessary

expenses and liabilities of said Park District, as specified in Section 2

for the fiscal year, beginning April 1, 2012 and ending March 31, 2013.
1



SECTION 2:  The amount budgeted and appropriated for each object or purpose
is as follows:

I. The amount Budgeted and Appropriated
for Corporate Purposes:

Budget Appropriation

Salaries $2,346,282 $2,580,910
Contractual Services 802,005 882,206
Insurance - Health & Life 884,659 973,125
Materials & Supplies 205,247 225,772
Maintenance & Landscaping 101,700 111,870
Utilities 98,013 107,814
Pension 7,337,471 8,071,218
Transfers 5,491,925 6,041,118

Total Budgeted and Appropriated for
Corporate Fund: 17,267,302 18,994,032

II. The amount Budgeted and Appropriated
for District's Share of Expenses of Joint
Recreational Programs for the Handicapped:

Transfer to Capital Projects Fund $798,200 $878,020
Payments to North Suburban Recreation
Association   (N.S.S.R.A.) 356,673 $392,340

Total Budgeted and Appropriated
for Handicapped Recreation Fund: $1,154,873 $1,270,360
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III. The amount Budgeted and Appropriated 
for Recreation Purposes:

Budget Appropriation

Salaries $4,737,022 $5,210,724
Contractual Services 1,279,879 1,407,867
Insurance - Health & Life 957,745 1,053,520
Materials & Supplies 342,250 $376,475
Maintenance & Landscaping 317,773 349,550
Utilities 634,337 697,771
Pension Contributions 497,493 $547,242
Cost of Goods Sold 31,219 34,341
Instructional Program Expenses 2,588,781 2,847,659
Capital Outlay 151,410 $166,551
Transfer Out 11,433,735 12,577,109

Total Budgeted and Appropriated for
the Recreation Fund: $22,971,644 $25,268,808

IV. The amount Budgeted and Appropriated  
for the Debt Service Fund:

Principal $550,000 $605,000
Interest 314,685 346,154

Total Budgeted and Appropriated
for the Debt Service Fund: $864,685 $951,154

V. The amount Budgeted and Appropriated
for the Capital Projects Fund: 

Capital Outlay $2,583,096 $2,841,406
Transfers Out 6,216,370 $6,838,007

Total Budgeted and Appropriated
for the Capital Projects Fund: $8,799,466 $9,679,413

Total Estimated Expenditures
Budgeted (All Funds) $51,057,970

Total Estimated Expenditures
Appropriated (All Funds) $56,163,767
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Summary of Funds Budgeted and Appropriated

Budget Appropriation

Corporate Fund 17,267,302 18,994,032

Special Recreation Fund 1,154,873 1,270,360

Recreation Fund 22,971,644 25,268,808

Debt Service Fund 864,685 951,154

Capital Projects Fund 8,799,466 9,679,413

     Total Budgeted 51,057,970

     Total Appropriated 56,163,767

Each of said sums of money and the aggregate thereof are deemed necessary by the
Board of Park Commissioners of the Park District of Highland Park to defray the
necessary expenses and liabilities of the foresaid Park District during the fiscal year
beginning the 1st day of April, 2012 and ending the 31st day of March, 2013 for the
respective purpose set forth.

SECTION 3:  All unexpended balances of the appropriation for the 

fiscal year ending the 31st day of March, 2012 and prior years to the extent not

otherwise re-appropriated for other purposes herein are hereby specifically 

re-appropriated for the same general purposes for which they were originally

made and may be expended in making up any insufficiency of any other items

provided in this appropriation ordinance, pursuant to law.
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All receipts and revenue not specifically appropriated, and all unexpended

balances from preceding fiscal years not required for the purpose for which they

were appropriated and levied shall constitute the corporate fund and shall be placed 

to the credit of such fund.

SECTION 4:  Pursuant to law the following determinations have been and

are hereby made a part hereof:

(A) Cash on hand and short term investments at the beginning
of the fiscal year: $27,529,236

.
(B) Estimate of cash expected to be received during the fiscal year

from all sources: $43,098,764

(C) Estimate of expenditures contemplated for the fiscal year:
$51,051,790

(D) Estimate of cash and short term investments expected to be on hand
at the end of the fiscal year: $19,576,210

SECTION 5:  All ordinance or parts of ordinances conflicting with any of the

provisions of this Ordinance be and the same are hereby modified or repealed.  If any

item or portion of this Ordinance is for any reason held invalid, such decision shall not

affect the validity of the remaining portion of such item or the remainder of this Ordinance.
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SECTION 6:  This Ordinance is not intended or required to be in support

of or in relation to any tax levy made by the Park District during the fiscal year 

beginning April 1, 2012 and ending March 31, 2013, or any other fiscal year.

SECTION 7:  This Ordinance shall be in full force and effect immediately

upon its passage and approval according to law.  A certified copy of the 

Ordinance shall be filed with the County Clerk of Lake County, Illinois, together with 

the certificate of the Chief Fiscal Officer of the Park District certifying revenues

by source anticipated to be received by the Park District, within thirty (30) days

after its passage and approval, as provided by law.

Adopted this 26th Day of February, 2013 pursuant to a roll call vote.

Roll Call Vote: Ayes:

Nays:

Absent and Not Voting:

Ordinance Approved:

Scott Meyers, President
Board of Commissioners of the

ATTEST: Park District of Highland Park

Liza McElroy, Executive Director and Secretary
Board of Commissioners of the
Park District of Highland Park

SEAL
6



STATE OF ILLINOIS )
                                  ) SS   
COUNTY OF LAKE   )

C E R T I F I C A T I O N

I, Liza McElroy, do hereby certify that I am Secretary of the Board of Park
Commissioners of the Park District of Highland Park, Lake County, Illinois, and 
as such official, I am keeper of the records, ordinances, files and seal of said
Park District, and

I HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing instrument is a true and correct copy of
Ordinance No. # 13-1.

AN ORDINANCE FOR A COMBINED SUPPLEMENTAL BUDGET AND APPROPRIATION
FOR THE PARK DISTRICT OF HIGHLAND PARK FOR THE FISCAL 
YEAR BEGINNING APRIL 1, 2012 AND ENDING MARCH 31, 2013

of the Park District of Highland Park, Lake County, Illinois adopted at a duly
called Regular Meeting of the Board of Park Commissioners of the Park District
of Highland Park, held at Highland Park, Illinois in said District at 6:00 p.m. on
the 26th Day of February, 2013.

I do further certify that the deliberations of the Board on the adoption of said
ordinance were conducted openly, that the vote on the adoption of said resolution
was taken openly, that said meeting was called and held at a specified time and
place convenient to the public, that notice of said meeting was duly given to all
of the news media requesting such notice, that said meeting was called and held 
in strict compliance with the provisions of the Park District Code of the State
of Illinois, as amended, and that the Board complied with all of the provisions of
said Act and said Code and with all of the procedural rules of the Board.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I hereunto affix my official signature and seal of said
Park District of Highland Park, Illinois, this 26th Day of February, 2013.

Liza McElroy, Secretary
Board of Park Commissioner

(SEAL)
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STATE OF ILLINOIS )
                                  ) SS   
COUNTY OF LAKE   )

C E R T I F I C A T I O N

I, Elliott Becker, the duly qualified and acting Treasurer of the Park

District of Highland Park, and the keeper of the financial records thereof,

DO HEREBY CERTIFY, that the attached ANTICIPATED REVENUES

BY SOURCE to be received by the Park District of Highland Park, Lake County,

Illinois for the fiscal year beginning on the 1st day of April A.D. 2012 and ending

on the 31st day of March A.D. 2013 to be as follows:

General real estate tax revenues $9,710,677
Personal property replacement tax revenue 157,000
General obligation issuance 0
Investment earnings revenue 205,327
Daily fees 1,098,810
Rental revenue 1,295,216
Program user fees 4,723,231
Merchandising retail sales revenue 79,292
Memberships revenue 1,351,956
Miscellaneous revenue 537,025
Transfers 23,940,230

$43,098,764

The above is certified this 26th Day of February, 2013

Elliott Becker, Treasurer
ATTEST: Park District of Highland Park

SEAL

Liza McElroy, Executive Director and Secretary
Board of Park Commissioners
Park District of Highland Park
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MEMORANDUM 
 
To:  Board of Park Commissioners 
 
From:  Director McElroy 
 
Date:  January 18, 2013 
 
Re: RECREATION CENTER RESCUE RESOLUTIONS  13-2, 13-3, 13-4 
 
 
 
On December 19, 2012, an incident occurred at the Recreation Center that resulted in actions 
taken by three individuals that resulted in a life being saved. At the January 22 Park Board 
meeting, Shayle Patzik, a Recreation Center member, and Kris Citron and Amy Hohman, both 
Park District staff, will be present for the Board to recognize their efforts. Attached are 
Resolutions that will be presented to these individuals. 
 
Staff would recommend approval of Resolutions # 13-2, 13-3, and 13-4 
 
 
 









EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S MONTHLY 
JANUARY 18, 2013 

UPCOMING MEETINGS AND DATES 
 Tuesday,  January 22, 2013  / 6:00 p.m. / West Ridge Center / Regular Meeting 
 Tuesday,  February 12, 2013 / 6:00 p.m. /  West Ridge Center / Workshop Meeting 

FACILITIES 
 

 DEER CREEK 
Total Registration Numbers - Adult Group 
Lessons 

        
 

2008 
 

2009 
 

2010 
 

2011 
 

2012 
Winter 251 

 
244 

 
241 

 
232 

 
221 

          Total Registration Numbers - Junior Group 
Lessons 

        
 

2008 
 

2009 
 

2010 
 

2011 
 

2012 
Winter 443 

 
464 

 
414 

 
436 

 
517 

          Total Registration Numbers - Winter Jr. Camps 
        

 
2008 

 
2009 

 
2010 

 
2011 

 
2012 

Winter 55 
 

82 
 

140 
 

102 
 

100 

          Total Winter Registration  749   790   795   770   838 

          Total Deer Creek Memberships 
         

 
658 

 
600 

 
591 

 
589 

 
**656 

 
Highlights from Winter Session:            
* Worked with HP High School P.E. classes to bring 180 students to DCC for a day of quick start 
tennis!    
*New Program: Women's & Men's Doubles leagues:  Men's Sat morning 12 people every week. 
Women's 14 ppl every Mon/Thurs  
*New Program: Expanded Saturday & Sunday Deer Creek Elite for High Level classes, Junior Dev. 
Dir brought in 50 new tennis players. 
**There are still 30 outstanding PCT memberships to be added from new bookings       
            

News & Events 
 Parent-pro conferences were well received by everyone as it provided continuous feedback 

on students progress. 
 New basketball hoop has seen some usage but staff anticipates more in time.  Golf Range 

to open in a few months. 
 Tennis All-Nighter coming February 15; 10pm-7am. 
 New Tennis Adult Social scheduled for February 23. 
 Received new tennis court sweeper and court scrubber- so we will be able to wash our own 

courts on a regular basis. 



 CENTENNIAL ICE ARENA 
Gymnastics Winter Session Enrollment 

  
  

 
2011 2012 2013* 

Adult/Child 127 139 90 
Preschool 178 158 87 
Youth 168 142 109 
TOTAL 473 439 286 

    
    Skating Winter Enrollment 

   
 

2011 2012 2013* 
Adults 29 29 4 
Adult/Child 12 19 11 
Preschool 162 144 48 
Youth 308 239 59 
Hockey 233 200 44 
TOTAL 744 631 166 
*Winter Registration began Monday, January 7 and will 
continue into the start of the session.  Session runs 
January 21-March 24. 

   
    Ice Show Enrollment 2011 2012 2013** 

 
289 276 217 

**Ice show registration is down from previous years, but 
is still in line with the percent of skating school 
participants in Late Fall Session.  The registration for the 
show averages 50-60% of Late Fall registration, which this 
year was 388 participants. 

    

News & Events: 
 Gymnastics staff began a series of three clinics at Highland Park High School on Sunday, January 13.  

The clinics are called "Intro to Team" and will run on Sundays, January 13, 20, and 27 from 3:00-
4:30pm. 
Each week will concentrate on different events and help students learn more about how routines 
are put together and what is expected for competition.  There were 10 gymnasts in attendance. 

 Winter Fest was held on Saturday, January 12 from 3:30-6:00pm.  This is a free community event 
with open skating and gymnastics, free mini skating lessons, carriage rides, cookie decorating, hot 
cocoa bar, honey bee information and dog sled demonstrations.  There were several hundred in 
attendance, despite the non-winter weather. 

 
Marketing & Promotions: 
 Centennial 2Cents newsletter, is scheduled to be sent via email each month with upcoming news.   

This month we will be highlighting the winter session of gymnastics and skating, as well as Ice Show 
registration. 
 

 SUNSET VALLEY GOLF COURSE 
 
Total Rounds comparison 2008 to 2012 

      
 

2008 
 

2009 
 

2010 
 

2011 
 

2012 
April 2,013 

 
1,521 

 
2,390 

 
1,481 

 
1,678 



May 3,953 
 

4,517 
 

3,668 
 

2,748 
 

4,399 
June 5,763 

 
4,754 

 
5,229 

 
4,952 

 
5,796 

July 6,043 
 

6,964 
 

5,709 
 

5,121 
 

5,304 
August 6,424 

 
5,703 

 
5,885 

 
5,483 

 
5,559 

September 3,825 
 

4,540 
 

4,288 
 

3,805 
 

4,063 
October 2,444 

 
1,548 

 
2,302 

 
2,319 

 
2,061 

November 842 
 

1,044 
 

791 
 

849 
 

1,144 
December 0 

 
57 

 
18 

 
672 

 
694 

January 0 
 

0 
 

159 
 

531 
  February 37 

 
0 

 
0 

 
596 

  March 882 
 

430 
 

651 
 

2,300 
  Total 32,226 

 
31,078 

 
31,090 

 
30,857 

 
30,698 

       
  

  
 

  
 

  
   

  
  Round breakdown for pass holder rounds 

      
 

2008 
 

2009 
 

2010 
 

2011 
 

2012 
April 999 

 
709 

 
1,235 

 
660 

 
724 

May 1,963 
 

2,086 
 

1,621 
 

1,233 
 

1,498 
June 2,420 

 
2,027 

 
2,020 

 
1,818 

 
1,843 

July 2,422 
 

2,565 
 

1,974 
 

1,706 
 

1,520 
August 2,780 

 
2,382 

 
2,255 

 
2,027 

 
1,941 

September 1,655 
 

1,918 
 

1,876 
 

1,675 
 

1,514 
October 1,050 

 
734 

 
1,158 

 
1,065 

 
843 

November 364 
 

491 
 

423 
 

445 
 

516 
December 0 

 
0 

 
0 

 
0 

  January 0   0 
 

0 
 

0 
  February 0 

 
0 

 
0 

 
0 

  March 199 
 

171 
 

202 
 

429 
  Total 13,852 

 
13,083 

 
12,764 

 
11,058 

 
10,399 

 
  

 
  

 
  

   
  

 
  

 
  

 
  

   
  

Round breakdown for greens fee players 
      

 
2008 

 
2009 

 
2010 

 
2011 

 
2012 

April 1,014 
 

812 
 

1,155 
 

821 
 

954 
May 1,990 

 
2,431 

 
2,047 

 
1,515 

 
2,901 

June 3,343 
 

2,727 
 

3,209 
 

3,134 
 

3,953 
July 3,621 

 
4,399 

 
3,735 

 
3,415 

 
3,784 

August 3,644 
 

3,321 
 

3,630 
 

3,456 
 

3,618 
September 2,170 

 
2,622 

 
2,412 

 
2,130 

 
2,549 

October 1,394 
 

814 
 

1,144 
 

1,254 
 

1,218 
November 478 

 
553 

 
368 

 
404 

 
628 

December 0 
 

57 
 

18 
 

672 
 

694 
January 0 

 
0 

 
159 

 
531 

  February 37 
 

0 
 

0 
 

596 
  March 683 

 
259 

 
449 

 
1,871 

  Total 18,374 
 

17,995 
 

18,326 
 

19,799 
 

20,299 
 
Marketing & Promotions 
 Staff has completed monthly newsletter.     
 Staff has finalized the budget for 2013-14 fiscal year.    



 Staff sent the final copy of the Spring Brochure to Communication Department. 
 Working with Communication Department for promoting our revised lesson programs. 
 December totals were again above the previous year's totals.   

 

 RECREATION CENTER OF HIGHLAND PARK 
 The Recreation Center had 28 rentals, including user groups in December, for a revenue 

stream of $10,187.  Last year, we had 33 rentals and rental revenue of $8,550. We have 
had more user groups utilizing the facility, so those are longer term contracts that generate 
more revenue, even though we had fewer actual rental contracts. 

 Water aerobics classes in November averaged 9 per class, for a total of 344 participants.   
 Learn To Swim overall is down from last year. But this session so far has 103 students 

enrolled and last year we had 98. We are also getting marketing done to promote the 
program through local pre-schools. 

 Group exercise classes averaged 12.52 people per class in December versus 11.66 in 
December, 2011 for an increase of 7.4%. This is the eighth month in a row increases. 

 Memberships are continuing to creep upward. Please see attached report. 
 The Recreation Center had a “Community Appreciation” series of events in November. We 

had 83 people register for the program. We are continuing to follow up with these 
participants and should have a final report next month on what that program ended up 
generating.  

 The Recreation Center will be taking part in the Infinity Fair on January 27 with 
demonstrations for adults and children in Kettlebell, Medicine Balls, Spin and Zumba. 

 The Recreation Center will be hosting the Martin Luther King Day Off School event on 
Monday January 21. There are a lot of events for families to participate in, including making 
care packages to send to troops overseas. 

 

RECREATION CENTER OF HIGHLAND PARK - MEMBERSHIPS 
2010-2012 Comparison- 
January    
     
Summary 
  2012 2011 2010  
  12/31/12 12/31/11 12/31/10 

 
# of Annual Members 1,420 1,055 1,505 

 
# of Non-Annual Members 192 97 172 

 
North Shore Health 
Department Grant 
Memberships 

72 53 62 
 

Total # of Memberships 1,684 1,205 1,739 
 

     
Kid-Fit Add On 41 1 - 

 



 

Detailed Comparison 
  2012 2011 2010  
Annual Members 12/31/12 12/31/11 12/31/10 

 
Cardiac - 7 10 

 
Cardiac Premier - - 1 

 
Corporate 2 3 18 

 
Couple 217 193 233 

 
Family 180 184 228 

 
Family +1 1 1 1 

 
Individual 499 224 538 

 
Limited 56 1 - 

 
Senior 183 157 156 

 
Senior Couple 56 45 58 

 
Senior Couple Midday 18 22 21 

 
Senior Midday 60 85 94 

 
Student 32 29 55 

 
Aqua Only 116 103 92 

 
Total Annual 1,420 1,055 1,505 

 
X 

    
  2012 2011 2010  
Non-Annual Members 12/31/2012 12/31/2011 12/31/2010 

 
30-Day 134 66 112 

 
90-Day 58 31 60 

 
Total Non-Annual 192 97 172 

 

     
 

 
RECREATION CENTER OF HIGHLAND PARK - MEMBERS 
2010-2012 Comparison- 
January    
     
Summary 
  2012 2011 2010  
  12/31/12 12/31/2011 12/31/2010 

 
# of Annual Members 2,454 2,277 3,248 

 
# of Non-Annual Members 192 97 182 

 
North Shore Health 
Department Grant 
Memberships 

152 164 149 
 

Total # of Members 2,798 2,538 3,579 
 

     
Kid-Fit Add On 105 2 - 

 



 

Detailed Comparison 
  2012 2011 2010  
Annual Members 12/31/12 12/31/11 12/31/10 

 
Cardiac - 7 10 

 
Cardiac Premier - - 1 

 
Corporate 2 3 18 

 
Couple 434 386 462 

 
Family 877 917 1,645 

 
Family +1 1 1 1 

 
Individual 499 427 538 

 
Limited 56 1 - 

 
Senior 183 147 156 

 
Senior Couple 112 89 95 

 
Senior Couple Midday 36 44 42 

 
Senior Midday 60 82 94 

 
Student 32 29 55 

 
Aqua Only 161 144 132 

 
Total Annual 2,454 2,277 3,248 

 
X 

    
  2012 2011 2010  
Non-Annual Members 12/31/12 12/31/11 12/31/10 

 
30-Day 134 66 122 

 
90-Day 58 31 60 

 
Total Non-Annual 192 97 182 

 
 
 

 HELLER  
     Heller Nature Center December Cross-Country Ski Rental 
 December 2011 December 2012 

Number of Rentals 0 0 

Revenue $0 $0 
 

Heller Nature Center December Adult, Family and Custom Programs 
 
 
 
 

 Began offering “Stories in the Snow” this December. This new program is a winter version 
of our popular adult and child “Stories in the Woods” program. 

 Staff has taken advantage of the warm weather to make much needed repairs to Heller’s 
trails and pond deck. 

 

 HIDDEN CREEK AQUAPARK 
Marketing & Promotions 

 Will begin marketing and promotion again in February for Early Bird Membership sales. 
 

 December 2011 December 2012 

Number of Programs 3 3 

Number of Participants 33 59 



 

 PLANNING & PROJECTS DEPARTMENT 
 ADA Phase 1 Planning is complete and the project is out to public bid. 
 Deer Creek lobby and entry concept planning is nearing completion. The board will see this 

concept in February. 
 We received a grant for a new AED, which will be placed at Sunset Woods Park. 
 Rosewood project is now in design development. Another meeting with the USACE will 

take place this month. 
 

 PARK AVENUE 
 Worked with City to find a new winter/summer season storage location for boaters. 

 

 ATHLETICS 
Program 2011  2012  Difference 

7th Grade Tip Off Tournament 6 8 2 
8th Grade Tip Off Tournament 7 7 0 

Prep Basketball League 19 21 2 
Boys Jr. High Volleyball 0 15 15 

High School Girls Basketball 
Clinic 0 18 18 
Total 32 69 37 

 
 Boys Jr. High Volleyball is a brand new program started this past December, after feedback 

was given by the community of the popularity of the sport which is growing in middle 
schools. 

 High School Girls Basketball clinic was run by the Girls Varsity Basketball coaching staff and 
players. After the clinic, participants had a pizza party with the team and attended the Girls 
Varsity game later that evening. 

 Northbrook Jr. High won both the 7th and 8th Grade Tip Off Tournaments. Elm Place Middle 
School finished second in the 7th grade tournament, while Wilmette Jr. High placed second 
in the 8th grade tournament. Both tournaments took place at the Recreation Center of 
Highland Park and Northwood Jr High. 

 Prep League is up 2 teams from the previous season. Brand new this year, there is a 
junior/senior team from Glenbrook South High School. 

 GENERAL 
 West Ridge programs began on January 7. Although we continue to accept registration for 

program and special events, (Princess Ball and Mom/Son Hip Hop), the participation totals 
are as follows in comparison to last year. New programs to our line-up include an Act It 
Out! Theatre/Art class and two Wine & Painting one-night events. An additional Numbers 
Nonsense program was added to accommodate wait listed children.  

Program Winter 2012  Final Winter 2013 (as of January 14, 2013) 

Early Childhood 396 380 

Martial Arts 119 105 



Variety 71 62 

Visual Arts 86 118 

Music 54 18 

Dance 117 99 

Special Events 108 52 

KinderExpress 46 61 

Total 997 895 

 
 Preparations are wrapping up for the Cinderella Princess Ball, our annual Daddy/Daughter 

Dance, on Saturday, February 9; currently there are 45 couples registered. This year, we are 
adding a few more character princesses to the party. 

 Although there was no snow, Winter Fest 2013 was a success.  The event was held at 
Centennial Ice Arena on Saturday.  Activities included carriage rides, a dog sled demonstration, 
and an ice sculptor carved Frosty the Snowman.  Inside there was open skate and gymnastics, 
cookie decorating and a hot chocolate bar.  

 A one night Paint and Wine Workshop was held at Sunset Valley Golf Course on Wednesday, 
January 16. Our participants painted a canvas while sipping wine.  Our West Ridge art 
instructor, Debbie Goldstein, gave step-by-step directions to our participants. Our next Paint & 
Wine program in February is already full!  

 Camp Registration began for residents on January 9. By midnight on January 9, we had 384 
registrants. At that time last year in 2012, we had 377 for a total of 1,440 by summer’s end. On 
Wednesday, January 16, non-residents will be able to register for camps. Due to a waiting list, 
we added an additional Camp Sunshine section at West Ridge.  

 Camp preparations are underway. Request for quotes for camper T-shirts and staff shirts are 
being sent out at the beginning of next week. New and exciting field trips are being added to 
each camp, and returning staff applications are being processed. 

 Grant in Aid applications continue to be accepted. We presently have 24 applicants, which is 
the number we had for 2012 at this time. 

 

 GOLF MAINTENANCE 
 Unusual winter patterns have allowed for the golf course to remain open in December and 

January.  This winter’s snow drought has allowed us to open for many extra rounds.  The 
weather has also been ideal to tackle our major winter project, which is the removal of 
dead ash trees.  We are at about the half way point of tree removal, with over 45 trees 
taken down and about 45 left.  Work also continues inside overhauling all the golf 
maintenance equipment. 
 



 COMMUNICATIONS 
 The Communications Department was notified that the Park District of Highland Park will 

receive an Exceptional Workplace Award at the 2013 IAPD/IPRA Annual Conference. To 
qualify for the award, the agency submitted a narrative and completed a survey on 
available staff trainings and support services. The Park District of Highland Park scored 49 
out of a possible 52 points, which is tribute to the District’s leadership and Human 
Resource Department. The award will be presented during the IPRA business meeting 
scheduled at 5:00 pm on January 25. 

 The Park District will also be participating in the Agency Showcase during conference. The 
Agency Showcase Competition is the premier communications and marketing competition 
for park and recreation agencies. The District’s best communication and marketing 
materials will be submitted for judging and display at the Soaring To New Heights 
Conference. Conference attendees are encouraged to view the Showcase, the location of 
which will be listed in the conference brochure. 

 

 PARKS 
 Staff has been attempting to make outdoor ice, when temperatures permit. Fluctuating 

and marginally cold weather have hindered progress. 
 Clearing of invasive and diseased ash trees continues in several parks.  
 Collection of holiday trees at Larry Fink and Danny Cunniff Park is scheduled to January 21. 

Residents may drop-off trees to be chipped and used as mulch. 
 Sled hill safety inspections continue daily along with weekly and monthly safety inspections 

for buildings, vehicles, and playgrounds. 
 Facility and light repairs at Deer Creek Courts. 
 Park staff is working on a flooring renovation at the Centennial Ice restrooms. 
 Building and repairing picnic tables for next season. 
 Refinishing benches for Hidden Creek AquaPark. 
 Completed electrical upgrades in the West Ridge Ceramics room. 
 Continuing work on capital equipment purchases and planning. 
 Scheduled CPR/AED training for the parks staff in February. 

 

 FINANCE 
 The budget process for fiscal year 2013-2014 remains ongoing. Staff anticipates passage of 

its budget at the final meeting of the current fiscal year (March 28). As a result, the 
document should be available for review in early February. The supplemental Budget and 
Appropriation hearing and potential passage will occur on February 26, 2013.  

 Staff continues to train the rest of the District on the use of purchase cards. Through 
December, after approximately four months of using the card, it has generated a rebate of 
$6,000. For the prior twelve months, the District received a rebate of $1,100. 

 The IT staff continues to implement its computer replacement plan. By the end of January, 
the entire plan for fiscal 2013, 39 computer replacements will have been completed. 

 The implementation team for the District’s conversion to Incode Finance Software 
continues to move forward as the team meets weekly. Data from its current financial 
system has been imported to the new product. Staff still anticipates a second quarter 
implementation. 

 The website analytics for December are listed below:   
 Total Visitors 13,238; of this total, 6,123 different people visited. 



 Besides the Home Page, the Recreation Center of Highland Park had the most visits 
(403). 

 There were 26,045 web pages were viewed. 
 Total mobile visitors of 2,053 viewed 5,700 pages. 
 Average number of pages viewed per visit was 2.89. 
 Average duration of each visit was two (2) minutes twenty-seven (27) seconds. 
 69 % of the visits to the site were by returning users; 31% of visits were from new 

users.  
 On January 9, 2013, staff encountered a bug in its registration software. Working closely 

with IT and the vendor, staff was able to resolve the problem in under twenty-four hours, 
resulting in minimal disruption to registrants.  
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