
NOTICE OF WORKSHOP MEETING 
Tuesday, May 12, 2020  

6:00 p.m.    
 

Park District of Highland Park 
Board of Park Commissioners 

West Ridge Center 
636 Ridge Rd. 

Highland Park, IL 60035 

 

WORKSHOP MEETING AGENDA 
 

Members of the public may view a live stream of the Workshop Meeting by clicking the  
Tuesday, May 12 Workshop Meeting Video link found at  

https://www.pdhp.org/park-board/meetings/ 
 
 
 

 
I. CALL TO ORDER 

 
II. ROLL CALL 

 
III. ADDITIONS TO THE AGENDA 

 
IV. PUBLIC COMMENT FOR ITEMS ON AGENDA 

For public comment, members of the public should email Brian Romes, Executive Director, 
at bromes@pdhp.org. Emails will be accepted until 5:45 p.m. on Tuesday, May 12.  
Email comments will be read aloud during the meeting. 
 

V. ROSEWOOD BEACH PROJECT UPDATE  
 

VI. SUNSET WOODS PLAYGROUND RENOVATION DESIGN SERVICE RFQ 
 

VII. THE PRESERVE OF HIGHLAND PARK PROJECT UPDATE  
 

VIII. COVID-19 EMERGENCY OPERATIONS PLANNING UPDATE 
 

IX. REVIEW OF VOUCHERS 
 

X. CLOSED SESSION PURSUANT TO THE FOLLOWING SECTIONS OF THE OPEN 
MEETINGS ACT:  Section 2(c)1 – the appointment, employment, compensation, discipline 
of the District including legal counsel for the District; Section 2(c)5 – the purchase or lease of 
real estate including discussion on whether a certain parcel of property should be acquired; 
Section 2(c)6 – the setting of a price for sale or lease of property owned by the District; 
Section 2(c)8 – security procedures and the use of personnel and equipment to respond to 
an actual, a threatened, or a reasonably potential danger to the safety of employees, 
students, staff, the public, or public property; Section 2(c) 11 – litigation against or on behalf 
of the District or where the District finds that an action is probable or imminent; Section 2(c) 
21 – the discussion of minutes lawfully closed under the Act, whether for the purposes of 
approval of said minutes or for conducting the semi-annual review of the minutes as set forth 
in section 2.06 of the Act.; Section 2(c) 29 -  for discussions between internal or external 
auditors and the Board. Possible action by the Board on items discussed in closed session. 

 
XI. ACTION FROM CLOSED SESSION IF ANY 

https://www.pdhp.org/park-board/meetings/
mailto:bromes@pdhp.org
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XII. ADJOURNMENT 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Persons with disabilities requiring reasonable accommodation to participate in this meeting should contact the Park 
District’s ADA Compliance Officer, Brian Romes, at the Park District’s Administrative Office, 636 Ridge Road, Highland 
Park, IL Monday through Friday from 8:30 a.m. until 5:00 p.m. at least 48 hours prior to the meeting.  Requests for a 
qualified ASL interpreter require five (5) working days advance notice.  Telephone number 847-831-3810; fax number 
847-831-0818. 



 

To: Park Board of Commissioners 
 

From: Jeff Smith, Director of Planning and Projects; Brian Romes, Executive Director 
 

Date: May 12, 2020 
 

Subject:  Rosewood Beach Update  
 
 
The Rosewood Beach Recreation Cove Protection Project has been completed. The cove was replenished 
with Birdseye Sand to provide protection of the cove, the adjacent boardwalk, and the playground. Stone 
was placed along the interior of the south breakwater to mitigate the passage of sand through this 
area. Margaret Boshek of SmithGroup will provide an overview of the project and discuss how all three coves 
have responded to recent storms.  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
To:  Board of Park Commissioners 
 
From: Amalia Schwartz, Planning and Projects Manager; Jeff Smith, Director of Planning and 

Projects; Brian Romes, Executive Director  
 
Date:  May 12, 2020  
 
Subject: Sunset Woods Playground Renovation Design Service RFQ  

 
 
Two playgrounds at Sunset Woods Park are scheduled for replacement in 2020/2021: the 21st Century 
Playland and Titanic Tides tot lot. The Park District’s Master Plan, GreenPrint 2024, identifies the 
renovation of these Sunset Woods Playgrounds as a priority project. In Fall 2019, the Park District 
conducted a reassessment of GreenPrint 2024, which included the completion of a statistically valid, 
community-wide survey.  The results of this assessment showed continued support for the renovation of 
the Sunset Woods Playgrounds.  Playground design is budgeted in the 2020 Capital Plan and was deemed 
a priority project as part of the recent Capital Plan review. Construction is budgeted in the 2021 Capital 
Plan. 
 
Requests for Qualifications (RFQ) were submitted to the Park District on Friday, April 24.  We received 
proposals from 12 firms which included general firm information, a letter of interest, understanding of 
the scope, plan of approach, examples of previous work, and the proposed team. The required RFQ 
process is qualifications-based and cannot take fees into consideration. Staff evaluated all submissions 
and selected 5 firms to conduct interviews with.  
 
Staff will provide an overview of the RFQ process to the Park Board of Commissioners, as well as a 
summary of results.  A final recommendation, including fees negotiated with the top-ranked firm, is 
scheduled to be presented at the Regular Park Board Meeting on May 26.  
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To:  Park Board of Commissioners   
 
From:  Rebecca Grill, Natural Areas Manager; Dan Voss, Director of Parks; Brian Romes, 

Executive Director  
 
Date:  May 12, 2020 
 
Subject: The Preserve of Highland Park Project Update 

 
 

Staff continues working with Landscape Architecture Firm Hey & Associates on finalizing construction 
documents for the Preserve of Highland Park.  Staff expects to submit the final construction documents 
to Lake County Stormwater Management Commission (SMC) and the City of Highland Park for 
Watershed Development Ordinance permitting this month. 
 
The District received the awarded OSLAD grant agreement documents from IDNR last week which 
includes $400,000 for trail work, park amenities, and landscaping.  Construction for this project cannot 
be bid until the grant agreement(s) are signed by the Park District, returned, and have been fully 
executed by the Director of IDNR.  
 
As previously reported, the Park District’s application for IDNR’s Recreational Trails Program was 
forwarded to the U.S. Department of Transportation Federal Highway Administration for 
consideration.  Once approved, the grant will fund trail amenities including a restroom, additional 
signage, trail markers, and a traffic circle to enhance pedestrian/bike flow around the site’s nature 
maze. The restroom component of the site amenities is estimated to cost $72,300, with requested 
grant funds of $57,500. Staff worked with Hey & Associates to determine the best restroom option, 
knowing that the site currently does not have access to water or sanitation.  The recommended 
restroom is a single user, vault-style restroom called the CXT Rocky Mountain. The interior of the 
restroom is ADA accessible, and is also shown below with standard features.  Available upgrades that 
are within the allocated budget include a tile floor, wainscoting, solar lighting, a mirror and solar fan.  A 
different interior paint color is also optional and would not increase the cost.    
 
The tentative project schedule, contingent on the grant agreements, is included in the First 
Amendment to Intergovernmental Agreement By, Between, and Among the Lake County Forest 
Preserve District, The Park District of Highland Park and the City of Highland Park concerning the 
properties known as Skokie River Woods and Community Park.  
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Project Schedule 
 

 
CXT Rocky Mountain Restroom  
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To:  Park Board of Commissioners   
 
From: Brian Romes, Executive Director   
 
Date:  May 12, 2020     
 
Subject: COVID-19 Emergency Operations Planning Update  
 

 
 
Summary 
 
Executive Director Romes will provide an update regarding the Park District’s emergency operational 
plans and response efforts due to the SARS-CoV-2 (Corona) Virus.   
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