
NOTICE OF WORKSHOP MEETING 
Tuesday, June 9, 2020  

6:00 p.m.    
 

Park District of Highland Park 
Board of Park Commissioners 

West Ridge Center 
636 Ridge Rd. 

Highland Park, IL 60035 

 

WORKSHOP MEETING AGENDA 
 

Members of the public may view a live stream of the Workshop Meeting by clicking the  
Tuesday, June 9 Workshop Meeting Video link found at  

https://www.pdhp.org/park-board/meetings/ 
 
 

 
I. CALL TO ORDER 

 
II. ROLL CALL 

 
III. ADDITIONS TO THE AGENDA 

 
IV. PUBLIC COMMENT FOR ITEMS ON AGENDA 

For public comment, members of the public should email Brian Romes, Executive Director, 
at bromes@pdhp.org. Emails will be accepted until 5:45 p.m. on Tuesday, June 9.  
Email comments will be read aloud during the meeting. 
 

V. APPROVAL OF RESOLUTION 2020-09 RECREATION CENTER OF HIGHLAND PARK 
INDOOR POOL EMERGENCY REPAIRS  
 

VI. APPROVAL OF RESOLUTION 2020-10 AUTHORIZING A CONTRACT WITH THE 
LOWEST COST NATURAL GAS PROVIDER  
 

VII. APPROVAL OF 2020 ROUTINE GROUNDS MAINTENANCE SERVICES BID 
   

VIII. COVID-19 EMERGENCY OPERATIONS PLANNING UPDATE 
 

IX. REVIEW OF VOUCHERS 
 

X. CLOSED SESSION PURSUANT TO THE FOLLOWING SECTIONS OF THE OPEN 
MEETINGS ACT:  Section 2(c)1 – the appointment, employment, compensation, discipline of the 
District including legal counsel for the District; Section 2(c)5 – the purchase or lease of real estate 
including discussion on whether a certain parcel of property should be acquired; Section 2(c)6 – the 
setting of a price for sale or lease of property owned by the District; Section 2(c)8 – security 
procedures and the use of personnel and equipment to respond to an actual, a threatened, or a 
reasonably potential danger to the safety of employees, students, staff, the public, or public property; 
Section 2(c) 11 – litigation against or on behalf of the District or where the District finds that an action 
is probable or imminent; Section 2(c) 21 – the discussion of minutes lawfully closed under the Act, 
whether for the purposes of approval of said minutes or for conducting the semi-annual review of the 
minutes as set forth in section 2.06 of the Act.; Section 2(c) 29 -  for discussions between internal or 
external auditors and the Board. Possible action by the Board on items discussed in closed session. 

 
 

https://www.pdhp.org/park-board/meetings/
mailto:bromes@pdhp.org
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XI. ACTION FROM CLOSED SESSION IF ANY 
 
 

XII. ADJOURNMENT 
 
 

 

Persons with disabilities requiring reasonable accommodation to participate in this meeting should contact the Park 
District’s ADA Compliance Officer, Brian Romes, at the Park District’s Administrative Office, 636 Ridge Road, Highland 
Park, IL Monday through Friday from 8:30 a.m. until 5:00 p.m. at least 48 hours prior to the meeting.  Requests for a 
qualified ASL interpreter require five (5) working days advance notice.  Telephone number 847-831-3810; fax number 
847-831-0818. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
To:  Board of Park Commissioners 
 
From: Mitch Carr, Director of Recreation and Facilities; Brian Romes, Executive Director  
 
Date:  June 9, 2020  
 
Subject: Resolution 2020-09: Recreation Center of Highland Park Indoor Pool Emergency 

Repairs 

 
 
Background  
 
As part of the maintenance plan for the Recreation Center of Highland Park indoor pool, staff annually 
drains the pool and provides necessary mechanical maintenance, cleaning, and inspections. Typically, 
this work is completed in August during our standard shutdown for the Recreation Center.  However, 
due to the facility closure related to the Covid-19 Pandemic staff decided to perform this annual work 
in May. 
 
The current pool shell is original to the Recreation Center which was built in 2005. The typical lifespan 
of a pool shell is approximately 15 years. In last year’s inspection of the pool, cracking this severe was 
not identified and staff recommended replacement of the shell in 2022.  
 
During the inspection of the pool shell this May, staff noticed cracks in several locations on the wall as 
well as on the floor. The cracks were significant enough that staff is not comfortable re-filling the pool 
due to the potential of water leaking through the cracks of the shell and into the foundation. 
 
With this operational emergency, staff immediately contacted vendors in the local area that have the 
capability to replace commercial pool shells. After discussions with several vendors, staff is 
recommending an option provided by Aqua Blue Pools, INC in Highland Park. The product they would 
install is called Eco Finish Aqua Bright and comes with a 10-year warranty. This product has been 
installed at large waterparks such as Kalahari Resort in Wisconsin Dells and Typhoon Texas in Katy, 
Texas. The City of Denver also recently installed this product in all their city pools. Locally, Northmoor 
Country Club has recently installed this product. All references came back very positive regarding this 
product and the quality of installation work by Aqua Blue Pools.  
 
 
 
Financial Impact 



 
The quote provided by Aqua Blue Pools, which includes the demolition of the current shell and 
installation of the new shell is $44,865. The estimated timeframe to complete the repair is 6-8 
weeks. This project was not budgeted in the 2020 capital plan but is a significant emergency repair, 
necessary for re-opening the indoor pool at the Recreation Center of Highland Park. As mentioned 
above, the pool shell is currently scheduled in the 5 year capital plan to be replaced in 2022 at a 
budgeted cost of $50,000. 
 
Recommendation 
 
Staff is recommending approval from the Board of Commissioners Resolution 2020-09 to waive the 
competitive bidding for the procurement of an emergency repair authorizing the Executive Director to 
enter into a contract with Aqua Blue Pools, INC for the replacement of the Recreation Center of 
Highland Park indoor pool shell in the amount of $44,865. 
 

 

 

  

  

  

  

    

 



PARK DISTRICT OF HIGHLAND PARK 

HIGHLAND PARK, ILLINOIS 

RESOLUTION 2020-09 

A RESOLUTION APPROVING THE WAIVING OF COMPETITIVE BIDDING AND 

AWARDING CONTRACTS FOR EMERGENCY RESTORATION AND 

PRESERVATION MEASURES 

 WHEREAS, the Park District of Highland Park (the “District”) is an Illinois park district 

organized and operating under the Illinois Park District Code, 70 ILCS 1205/1, et seq. (the 

“Code”), and all laws supplemental thereto;  

 WHEREAS, Section 8-1 of the Code provides for the competitive bidding procedures by 

which the District is to procure goods and services when the estimated cost thereof exceeds 

$25,000; and 

 WHEREAS, Section 8-1 of the Code further provides for circumstances when the District 

can waive competitive bidding for the procurement of goods and services exceeding $25,000, 

including when the Board of Park Commissioners finds, by a three fourths majority vote, that 

emergency circumstances exist; and 

 WHEREAS, the District owns and operates the Recreation Center of Highland Park (the 

“Recreation Center”); and 

 WHEREAS, the District has discovered the Recreation Center is in jeopardy of suffering 

significant operational loss resulting from failure of the pool shell of the indoor pool; and 

  WHEREAS, failing to properly and timely conduct emergency restoration of the 

pool shell will prevent the safe operation of indoor pool at the Recreation Center; and 

  



 WHEREAS, because of the failure of the pool shell, delaying the work will cause a 

negative operational impact to the District’s and a negative recreational impact to the community 

due to the inability to open the indoor pool until the pool shell is restored. 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Park Commissioners of the 

Park District of Highland Park, in exercise of the authority described in Section 8-1(c) of the Code, 

as follows: 

 SECTION 1.  Recitals.  The Board of Park Commissioners finds the foregoing recitals to 

be complete and accurate and hereby adopt them as the Board’s findings of fact. 

 SECTION 2.  Declaration of Emergency.  Based on the findings of fact, the Board of Park 

Commissioners hereby declares that emergency circumstances exist which require the waiving of 

competitive bidding for the procurement of the goods and services necessary to perform restoration 

work of the indoor pool at the Recreation Center. 

 SECTION 3.  Performance of Repairs; Award of Contracts.  The Board of Park 

Commissioners hereby awards a contract for demolition of current pool shell and installation of 

new pool shell to Aqua Blue Pools, INC, which provided the lowest responsible quote and which 

is in the best interest of the District.  The contract for materials and repairs shall comply with the 

Prevailing Wage Act and the Public Construction Bond Act, to the degree each is applicable, and 

the District shall give notice to the contractor of such requirements. 

 SECTION 4.  Effective.  This resolution shall be in full force and effect immediately upon 

passage and approval by at least three fourths of the Board of Park Commissioners. 

 SO RESOLVED this 9th day of June 2020, at Highland Park, Illinois. 

 

 



AYES: ________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________ 

  

NAYS:________________________________________________________________ 

 

ABSENT:_____________________________________________________________ 

 

ABSTAIN:____________________________________________________________  

 

 

     APPROVED this 9th day of June 2020. 

 

 

 

 

     ______________________________________  

                                                       President, Barnett Ruttenberg  

     Board of Park Commissioners 

     Park District of Highland Park 

 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

______________________________________  

Secretary, Brian Romes 

Board of Park Commissioners 

Park District of Highland Park 

 

 

 
 



 

To: Park Board of Commissioners 
 

From: Mari-Lynn Peters, Director of Finance; Brian Romes, Executive Director 
 
Date: June 9, 2020 
 
Subject: Resolution 2020-10: Authorizing a Contract with the Lowest Cost Natural Gas 

Provider  
 
 

Summary 
  
As previously discussed, natural gas providers to Park District facilities are brokered via a few different 
companies. Presently, Alternative Utility Services, Inc. is the broker for natural gas at Deer Creek Racquet 
Club (DCRC) and the Recreation Center of Highland Park (RCHP). The present one-year agreement with 
Alternative Utility Services, Inc. is expiring June 30, 2020.   
 
The District is happy with current service via Alternative Utility Services, Inc. and they have offered a 
very competitive price.  Additionally, they are presently our gas supplier for several other facilities 
through June 30, 2022.   
 
Staff recommends Alternative Utility Services, Inc. to serve as the Park District's broker relative to the 
acquisition of natural gas for RCHP and DCRC due to their extensive experience and ability to leverage 
competitive pricing. 
  
Financial Impact 
 
The amount of compensation that Alternative Utility Services, Inc.  receives is included in the natural gas 
prices from the supplier (less than $.01/therm), so there will be no direct payment made to Alternative 
Utility Services, Inc.  by the Park District. We presently pay $.327/therm and our new rate will be index 
plus $0.014/therm for a two-year agreement.  The June index is $0.18/therm.  If prices hold, we will be 
paying substantially less per therm. We average 40,000 therms per year at the two facilities, which 
would be a savings of $5,000 annually. 
 
  
Recommendation 
  
Staff recommends approval from the Park Board of Commissioners of Resolution 2020-10 to allow the 
purchase of natural gas for the Recreation Center of Highland Park and Deer Creek Racquet Club from 
Alternative Utility Services, Inc.  



  
RESOLUTION NO. 2020-10 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE UTILIZATION OF ALTERNATE UTILITY 
SERVICES, INC. A ND  AUTHORIZING THE DIRECTOR OF FINANCE TO APPROVE A 
CONTRACT WITH THE LOWEST COST NATURAL GAS PROVIDER FOR A 
PERIOD UP TO 36 MONTHS. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

PASSED AND APPROVED BY 
THE BOARD OF PARK COMMISSIONERS 

 THE 9TH DAY OF JUNE 2020. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



RESOLUTION NO. 2020-10 
 
A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE UTILIZATION OF ALTERNATIVE UTILITY 
SERVICES, INC. AND  AUTHORIZING THE DIRECTOR OF FINANCE TO APPROVE A 
CONTRACT WITH THE LOWEST NATURAL GAS PROVIDER FOR A PERIOD UP 
TO 36 MONTHS. 

 WHEREAS the Park District of Highland Park ("The Park District") is a park 
district in accordance with the Constitution of the State of Illinois of 1970; and, 

  WHEREAS, on January 2, 2007, the State of Illinois implemented a plan 
to deregulate Nicor Gas; and, 

  WHEREAS, as a result of this deregulation, natural gas may be purchased from 
alternate retail gas suppliers based on market price and North Shore Gas will no longer be 
the sole supplier of natural gas in northern Illinois, resulting in new natural gas suppliers 
being able to compete against North Shore Gas, and competitive market forces dictating the 
price of natural gas; and, 

  WHEREAS, the Park District of Highland Park has selected Alternative Utility 
Services, Inc. to serve as the Park District's broker relative to the acquisition of natural gas for 
the Deer Creek Racquet Club and the Recreation Center of Highland Park, due to Alternative 
Utility Services, Inc’s. extensive experience and the fact that Alternative Utility Services, Inc. 
serves the energy needs of various other government members and large apartment and 
condominium associations in order to secure more competitive pricing based on higher 
volumes than can be provided individually to a single park district; and, 

  WHEREAS, the amount of compensation that Alternative Utility Services, Inc. 
receives, if the Park District chooses the gas supplier procured by Alternative Utility Services, 
Inc., is included in the natural gas prices charged by the gas supplier, so there will be no 
direct payment made to Alternative Utility Services, Inc. by the Park District; and, 

  WHEREAS, North Shore Gas will no longer offer a fixed energy rate for large 
or medium sized commercial accounts and would instead charge based on a floating hourly rate 
and the Park District desires to enter the market to secure a monthly fixed rate index plus 
$0.014/therm, up to 36 months in term. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF PARK 
COMMMISSIONERS FOR THE PARK DISTRICT OF HIGHLAND PARK, AS 
FOLLOWS: 
 

Section 1. That Alternative Utility Services, Inc. has been appointed the Park 
District's broker for purposes of monitoring market prices and obtaining 
a natural gas supply contract for the Park District's Recreation Center 
and Deer Creek Racquet Club. 

 
Section 2. That the Director of Finance is authorized to work with Alternative 

Utility Services, Inc. to negotiate energy rates directly with gas suppliers 
in an effort to secure lower energy costs for the Park District of Highland 
Park. 

 
Section 3. That in light of the time constraints and procedures required, 

applicable to the acceptance of a competitive bid for a supply of natural 
gas, once the bids are received by Alternative Utility Services, Inc. the 



Executive Director is hereby authorized to sign the contract with the 
bidder deemed in the best interest of the Park District, with the Executive 
Director being hereby directed to place said contract on the first 
available Park District Board regular meeting following the execution 
thereof by the Executive Director for notice to the Park District Board. 

 
Section 4. That the Executive Director is authorized to name the Director of 

Finance as his/her designee in matters concerning the bid. 
 
Section 5: The Resolution shall be in full force and effect from and after its 

passage and approval as provided by law. 
 

 

ADOPTED this 9th day of June 2020, pursuant to a roll call vote as follows: 

 
AYES: _____________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________ 
  
NAYS:_____________________________________________________________ 

 

ABSENT:___________________________________________________________ 

 

ABSTAIN:__________________________________________________________  

 

 
 
APPROVED this 9th day of June 2020. 
 
 
     ______________________________________  
                                                      President, Barnett Ruttenberg  
     Board of Park Commissioners 
     Park District of Highland Park 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
______________________________________  
Secretary, Brian Romes 
Board of Park Commissioners 
Park District of Highland Park 
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To:  Park Board of Commissioners   
 
From: Dan Voss, Director of Parks; Brian Romes, Executive Director   
 
Date:  June 9, 2020     
 
Subject: 2020 Routine Grounds Maintenance Service Bid  
 

 
 
Summary 
 
The Park District of Highland Park received four bids on March 17, 2020, for the Routine Grounds 
Maintenance Services Bid.  The bid proposal specifies weekly mowing and string trimming at 22 park 
sites and 9 alternate sites.   
 
The work specified in the bid was scheduled to take place primarily over 26 weeks, beginning 
approximately the third week of April and continuing through the second week of October.   
 
Due to COVID-19 and resulting temporary closures throughout the District, Park Staff has not had its 
annual tasks to perform including daily maintenance and preparation of athletic fields, Hidden Creek 
Aquapark, lakefront sites, playgrounds, and general park cleanup.  From April to early June, Park staff 
has been reassigned to mowing and string trimming on a weekly basis at all the sites.  Also, during this 
time, four Park Staff have been assigned to Golf Maintenance.  These staff members are anticipated to 
remain with Golf Maintenance through the turf growing season.  
 
Following the guidelines in Phase 3 of the Governor’s Restore Illinois plan, the Park District is beginning 
to allow the use of the aforementioned facilities and increase programming.  As a result, Park Staff will  
need to resume typical annual tasks and assignments, and staff will need assistance from a third party 
contractor.  Therefore, staff is recommending to move forward with a limited portion of the contact, 
for a period of 14 weeks.   
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Bid Results 

Contractor 

Name
Base Proposal

Alternate 1 - 

Cloverdale 

Park 

Alternate 2 - 

Danny 

Cunniff Park 

east parkway

Alternate 3 - 

Fink Park  

Alternate 4 - 

Heller 

Nature 

Center

Alternate 5 - 

Kennedy 

Park

Alternate 6 - 

Lincoln Park 

Alternate 7 - 

Millard Park

Alternate 8 - 

Mooney Park  

Alternate 9 - 

Sleepy 

Hollow Park

Langton 

Group, 

Woodstock

107,250.00$     3,484.00$    19,510.40$  14,981.20$  1,742.00$    10,452.00$  6,968.00$    3,484.00$    9,058.40$    6,097.00$    

Landscape 

Concepts 

Management, 

Grayslake

130,104.00$     5,928.00$    5,200.00$    15,496.00$  3,640.00$    9,464.00$    8,164.00$    3,692.00$    9,464.00$    7,280.00$    

Fleck's 

Landscaping, 

Wheeling

76,544.00$       2,496.00$    13,962.00$  13,754.00$  910.00$       6,240.00$    5,330.00$    2,002.00$    6,552.00$    4,368.00$    

Balanced 

Environments, 

Inc., Old Mill 

Creek

45,501.56$       1,499.94$    8,399.99$    6,450.00$    374.92$       3,750.00$    3,000.40$    1,200.00$    3,900.00$    2,625.00$    

2020 Routine Grounds Maintenance Services Bid Tabulation

Tuesday, March 17, 2020  @ 2:00pm

 
 
References from the lowest bidder, Balanced Environments, Inc. were favorable. 
 
Financial Impact 
 

Total Budgeted Funds for Routine Grounds                         
  
Base Bid 14 Week Proposal Price 
Alternates 1-2, 5-6, and 8-9  
 
Total Proposal Price 
 
Anticipated Amount under budget 
 
 
 

$69,542.47 
 
$24,500.84 
$12,478.90 
 
$36,979.74 
 
$32,562.73

Recommendation 
 
Staff recommends approval from the Park Board of Commissioners acceptance of the base bid 
proposal for 14 weeks and alternates 1-2, 5-6, and 8-9 from Balanced Environments, Inc. in the amount 
of $36,979.74.   
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To:  Park Board of Commissioners   
 
From: Brian Romes, Executive Director   
 
Date:  June 9, 2020       
 
Subject: COVID-19 Emergency Operations Planning Update  
 

 
 
Summary 
 
Executive Director Romes will provide an update regarding the Park District’s emergency operational 
plans and response efforts due to the SARS-CoV-2 (Corona) Virus.   
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