
NOTICE OF WORKSHOP MEETING 
Tuesday, November 10, 2020  

6:00 p.m.    
 

Park District of Highland Park 
Board of Park Commissioners 

West Ridge Center 
636 Ridge Rd. 

Highland Park, IL 60035 

WORKSHOP MEETING AGENDA 
 
 

The Governor has issued a disaster declaration related to public health concerns because of COVID-
19, and all or part of the jurisdiction the Park District of Highland Park is covered by the disaster 
area.  The President of the Board of Park Commissioners has determined that an in-person meeting 
conducted under this Act is not practical or prudent because of said disaster.  Likewise, in compliance 
with the capacity limitations caused by the disaster, public attendance at the meeting is not 
feasible.  Therefore, the Board of Park Commissioners have made alternative arrangements in the 
manner described below to allow any interested member of the public access to contemporaneously 
hear all discussion, testimony, and roll call votes. 

 
 

Members of the public may view a live stream of the Workshop Meeting by clicking the  
Tuesday, November 10 Meeting Video link found at  

https://www.pdhp.org/park-board/meetings/  
 

I. CALL TO ORDER 
 

II. ROLL CALL 
 

III. ADDITIONS TO THE AGENDA 
 

IV. PUBLIC COMMENT FOR ITEMS ON AGENDA 
For public comment, members of the public should email Brian Romes, Executive Director, at 
bromes@pdhp.org. Emails should be sent between Friday, November 6 at 5:00 p.m. until 5:45 p.m. 
on Tuesday, November 10 and should have “Public Comment for November 10” in the subject line of 
the email. Comments will be read aloud during the meeting. 
 

V. THE PRESERVE OF HIGHLAND PARK PROJECT UPDATE  
 

VI. DRAFT OF THE TRUTH IN TAXATION RESOLUTION 
 

VII. REVIEW OF VOUCHERS 
 
VIII. CLOSED SESSION PURSUANT TO THE FOLLOWING SECTIONS OF THE OPEN 

MEETINGS ACT:  Section 2(c)1 – the appointment, employment, compensation, discipline of the 
District including legal counsel for the District; Section 2(c)5 – the purchase or lease of real estate 
including discussion on whether a certain parcel of property should be acquired; Section 2(c)6 – the 
setting of a price for sale or lease of property owned by the District; Section 2(c)8 – security procedures 
and the use of personnel and equipment to respond to an actual, a threatened, or a reasonably 
potential danger to the safety of employees, students, staff, the public, or public property; Section 2(c) 
11 – litigation against or on behalf of the District or where the District finds that an action is probable 
or imminent; Section 2(c) 21 – the discussion of minutes lawfully closed under the Act, whether for the 
purposes of approval of said minutes or for conducting the semi-annual review of the minutes as set 

https://www.pdhp.org/park-board/meetings/
mailto:bromes@pdhp.org
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forth in section 2.06 of the Act.; Section 2(c) 29 -  for discussions between internal or external auditors 
and the Board. Possible action by the Board on items discussed in closed session. 

 
IX. ACTION FROM CLOSED SESSION IF ANY 

 
X. ADJOURNMENT 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Persons with disabilities requiring reasonable accommodation to participate in this meeting should contact the Park 
District’s ADA Compliance Officer, Brian Romes, at the Park District’s Administrative Office, 636 Ridge Road, Highland 
Park, IL Monday through Friday from 8:30 a.m. until 5:00 p.m. at least 48 hours prior to the meeting.  Requests for a 
qualified ASL interpreter require five (5) working days advance notice.  Telephone number 847-831-3810; fax number 
847-831-0818. 
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To: Park Board of Commissioners 

 

From: Rebecca Grill, Natural Areas Manager; Dan Voss, Director of Parks; Jeff Smith, Director of 
Planning and Projects; Brian Romes, Executive Director 

 
Date: November 10, 2020 

 
Subject:  The Preserve of Highland Park Project Update 
 

 
Background 
 
Construction is beginning on The Preserve of Highland Park.  Among the amenities planned are a pond 
overlook, restored north pond shoreline and swales planted with wetland plants, gardens, seating areas, play 
areas, and signage.   New and improved pathways will be installed to lead visitors through green lawns, wet 
meadows, short grass prairie habitat, and restored woodlands. 
 
Financial Impact 
 
On September 22, 2020, the Park District of Highland Park Board of Commissioners awarded a construction 
contract in the amount of $1,204,290 to Team REIL Inc. of Union IL.  This work is supported by grants from the 
Illinois Department of Natural Resources OSLAD ($400,000) and Illinois EPA Section 319 Grant funding, through 
the Lake County Stormwater Management Commission ($144,672) for shoreline restoration and vegetative 
swales. 
 
 
Construction Budget - Capital $1,130,537  

OSLAD Grant Funds $400,000  

IEPA Grant Funds $144,672  

Overall Construction Budget $1,675,209 

  
Board Approved Bid Recommendation (Base and 
Alternates A3-A10) ($1,204,290) 

Estimated Hey Construction Phase Services ($42,000) 

Recycle/Waste Containers ($12,800) 

Balance Remaining $416,119 
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Project Timeline 
 
This work is taking place from October 2020 to December 2021. The Project Construction Schedule is 
summarized here, subject to change: 
 

Construction Begins/Site Preparation     October 2020 

Phase I: Shoreline Grading, Gateway Overlook, Trail Prep                   November-December 2020 

Phase II: Ongoing Trail Work, Gateway Entry and Amenities              January – April 2021 

Phase III: Plantings, Final Trail Work, Completion of amenities      May – October 2021 

Phase IV: Final Details and Restoration                                      November-December 2021 

 
Staff will provide a project update on the progress on construction at The Preserve of Highland Park. 
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FY 2020 FY 2021 2020 Extension vs 
  Extension  Requested Levy  2021 Requested Levy 

General Fund 5,545,795 
 

        5,732,856           187,061              
Recreation Fund  5,243,335         5,420,194           176,859              
Special Recreation 953,381            590,000              (363,381)                   

Total  11,742,511       11,743,050                539               
% change    0.00% 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
To:  Park Board of Commissioners   
 
From:  Mari-Lynn Peters, Finance Director; Brian Romes Executive Director    
 
Date:  November 10, 2020       
 
Subject: Draft of the Truth in Taxation Resolution  
 

 
 
Summary 
 
Under Illinois law, if a District is considering extending an aggregate property tax levy of more than 
5% greater than the preceding year’s levy, it must publicly disclose its intention and hold a public 
hearing.  Aggregate levy is defined as real estate taxes, exclusive of the election costs and debt 
service.  Also, the District must prepare a Truth in Taxation Resolution at least 20 days prior to 
adopting the levy ordinance.  The Resolution will be presented at November’s workshop and then 
recommended for the Park Board approval at the November Regular Board meeting.  Adoption of 
the levy ordinance is scheduled for the December Regular Board meeting.   
 
The draft of the 2020 Truth in Taxation resolution reflects a 0.00% increase over the prior year’s 
extension.  This represents an increase of $539.  This is essentially a cost of living increase based 
on the CPI while trying to capture new growth. Additionally, it includes a reduction in the Special 
Recreation Fund levy from .0004% to .000245%.  Therefore, no hearing is required.  
 
As noted in item 3 of the resolution, the increase is split into two components: the increase in the 
Consumer Price Index and anticipated growth.  
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The Tax Cap limits the General and Recreation Funds extension to the increase in the Consumer 
Price Index (CPI) or 5% whichever is less, exclusive of the debt service levy, and any increase 
relative to new growth in the district. For the tax year, 2020, the CPI is 2.3%. Park Districts may 
levy .04% of the EAV for the Special Recreation Fund.  Currently, the District is levying .0245%.    
 
The Levy Request does not guarantee that these funds will be received.  In the Spring when 
property values and tax cap limits are finalized, the Park District tax extension number is 
calculated.  This is the total property tax amount that is billed to residents.   
 
 
 
  



 

PARK DISTRICT OF HIGHLAND PARK 
TRUTH IN TAXATION LAW 

RESOLUTION #2020-12 
 

RESOLVED, by the Board of Park Commissioners of the Park District of Highland Park, 
Lake County, Illinois that based upon the most recently ascertainable information, the 
following determinations are hereby made in accordance with the “Truth in Taxation Law”. 

1. The amount of real estate taxes, exclusive of the election costs and debt 
service levies, extended by the Park District, plus any amount abated by the 
Park District prior to such extension, upon the final 2019 real estate tax levy 
of the Park District is $11,742,512.13. 
 

2. The amount of real estate taxes, exclusive of election costs, public 
commission leases and debt service levies, proposed to be levied by the Park 
District for FY 2020 is $11,743,050. 

 
3. Based on the foregoing, the estimated percentage increase in the proposed 

2020 aggregate levy over the amount of real estate taxes extended upon the 
final 2019 aggregate levy based on 2.3% CPI and anticipated growth is 
0.00%. 
 

Passed this 10th day of November 2020  

AYES:___________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________ 

NAYS:___________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 

ABSENT:_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________  

__________________________ 
        Barnett Ruttenberg, President 
        Board of Park Commissioners 
 
Attested and filed this 10th day of November 2020: 
 
_______________________________________ 
Brian Romes, Secretary 
Board of Park Commissioners 
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